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Abstract 
 
This project is about the social movement Kony 2012. A movement derived from Social 
Media, created by the US NGO Invisible Children. The 27 minutes film, Stop Kony 
2012, released on March 6th 2012, is taken as a central point of Analysis, as it has spread 
immensely rapid through Social Media reaching about 100 million views by today. The 
film will be analyzed in order to find out whether or not Invisible Children’s social 
movement is a reliable source of information towards the conflict between the Ugandan 
government established in 1986 and the in 1987 founded Lord’s Resistance Army, led by 
warlord Joseph Kony. Using interviews conducted on ‘Cover the Night’ at 20.04.2012, 
we find out the validity of the campaign and why young people are so drawn to it. 
Through researching the cultural challenges of the social movement, we aim to illustrate 
an accurate interpretation of the campaign’s goals towards a conflict resolution through 
US Military Intervention.   
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1. Introduction 
 
On the 6th of March 2012 the campaign KONY2012 launched a documentary on the web 
that went viral; within the first 48 hours the video had more than 3 million views and has 
continued to awakened social responsibility and political activism among individuals and 
groups while reaching millions more people around the globe. With its straightforward  
goal of stopping the recruitment of child soldiers and implementing the imprisonment of 
Ugandan Rebel-leader Joseph Kony, the video has portrayed a controversial black & 
white image of the conflict which has emerged in Uganda as well as western civil 
societies’ uprising for a militarized solution to put an end to the discord. After the initial 
positive reaction to the video, many negative responses have surfaced questioning its 
legitimacy and the use of military intervention. We plan to focus on a cultural perspective 
in order to see how a 27-minute documentary can cause a massive social movement and 
furthermore how individuals are responding worldwide towards this video. Lastly we 
want to see if the videos simple picture of capturing Kony will solve the whole conflict in 
Uganda or if there will be repercussions from his capture. Our main goal is to deconstruct 
the simplification of the Stop Kony 2012 campaign. 
 
 1.1 Research Area 
 
We chose this topic because we believe that it is a relevant concern to International 
Development Studies. The Stop Kony 2012 campaign shows many new tendencies that 
provide challenges towards the Non-Government Organizations (NGO). This includes 
threats such as non-regulative information flourishing in the online political forum, which 
shapes a blurred picture of the reliability of New Social Movements online. Furthermore 
is Invisible Children capable of reaching a massive global audience, which shows new 
tendencies in the methods being used by New Social Movements online.  
In this project we intend to conduct interviews with those participating the Stop Kony 
2012 campaign. Going into this project we already have some pre-assumptions and 
expectations toward the outcomes of the interviews.  These pre-assumptions have been 
containing a mistrust towards the participant’s knowledge of the conflict in Uganda as 
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well as the participant’s motivations for being active in the campaign.  Additionally, we 
have an assumption that Invisible Children is an NGO practicing a western ideology in 
order to solve the conflict in Uganda.  
We will use the film Stop Kony 2012 as a case throughout this project, as well as using 
the film as an indicator for the Invisible Children's goals and methods. Moreover, the 
term New Social Movement, will be used to describe Invisible Children with the 
awareness that they are using new media tools, compared to the former New Social 
Movements. We intend to look into the New Social Movements operating in the online 
sphere and how they are able to capture the audience, which we presume is mainly a 
younger generation. In this way we can investigate which group of people Invisible 
Children is targeting and how they are getting the group to commit to the Stop Kony 
2012 campaign. We will focus on Social Networking Sites and Social Online Media 
because we assume that this is the group Invisible Children is targeting.    
We are skeptical towards the proper use of ethical and moral guidelines in these New 
Social Movements operating online. This is because of our assumption that visibility, 
transparency and regulation are all missing in these movements. We question Invisible 
Children's target group as a young 'manipulative' generation, where a simplification of 
the whole story about Joseph Kony, the LRA and the conflict in Uganda is attempted. 
This gives us an impression that such a New Social Movement like Invisible Children 
provides a one-sided outlook upon the long-lasting conflict in Uganda between the North 
and the South. In this sense we look upon the Kony 2012 campaign as a western 
construct, linking a 'western ideological model' with the conflict in central Africa today.   
We also want to question the real domain behind this kind of activism. Is it ideologically 
based, or does the identity performance on Social Networking Sites with the image of 
seeing oneself as an activist influence this discourse? What role dose social networking 
play in that? Does online Social Media provide a 'true picture' of the conflict in Uganda, 
producing a broad range of what we assume to be non-regulated information?  
  
 
 1.2 Research-question 
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- What picture of the conflict in Uganda does Invisible Children create in order to 
encourage participation in the Stop Kony 2012 campaign? 
 
 1.3 Sub-questions 
 
1. Does the video Stop Kony 2012 create a valid picture of the conflict in 
Uganda or is it derived from a western perception? 
 
2.  How does the individual or a group create a political identity through Social 
Networking Sites, and which challenges do the individuals meet? 
 
3. How is the Stop Kony 2012 campaign constructing political collective 
actions? 
 
These three sub-questions have been constructed here as to lead us to the answer of our 
research question. In order to create a valid picture of the conflict in Uganda we need to 
research the historical context. Furthermore is it necessary to analyze if the films is 
portraying a western perception of the conflict, and after compiling our facts it is possible 
to focus on the usage of Social Networking Sites. The creation of a political identity 
through the Social Networking Sites will then be analyzed in order to see what different 
motivations people have for joining the Stop Kony 2012 campaign. In addition to this, the 
challenges faced by an individual user of these networking sites will be considered. 
In the end when the facts about the conflict and the motivations for joining the campaign 
have been made clear, we will focus on how the Invisible Children has constructed 
political collective actions, meaning what media tools they use, how they encourage 
activism and how they construct a unified collective identity among the participants. 
When the all the aspects about the conflict in Uganda have been cleared; if it is a western 
ideology Invisible Children is following, what motives the individual user of Social 
Networking Sites has to join the campaign and how Invisible Children is creating a 
common identity for their participants, our research question can be addressed; What 
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picture of the conflict in Uganda does Invisible Children create in order to encourage 
participation in the Stop Kony 2012 campaign?          
 
2. Method Chapter 
 
 2.1 Delimitations 
We have chosen to focus on the history of the conflicts in Uganda, because we believe 
that the video Stop Kony 2012 is misleading and only offers a one-sided viewed. We  
look into those historical aspects of Uganda which have had a major influence on the 
construction of power-relations and conflicts  within the country.  
The organization, Invisible Children is our focus because of their Stop Kony 2012 
campaign and how their video creates a controversial picture of the conflict in Uganda. 
This produces self-perceived messages and images of Joseph Kony, the leader of the 
Lord's Resistance Army showing the organization's image and construction of Kony as a 
'New Face of Evil'.  
We see the Stop Kony 2012 campaign as a New Social Movement with new media tools 
because of its rapid, widespread viral effect on a global scale. In this sense, the capability 
to link people together without being physically involved, participants can decide the 
amount of activity themselves. This kind of social movement makes it possible to gather 
and unite people in a very short time, illustrating a new democratic western approach for 
the new generations to reach around the globe. These new tendencies in Social 
Movement are crucial in order to see how the Stop Kony 2012 campaign operates. 
In order to have a further look into the New Social Movements entering the online Social 
Medias we have used theories about Political Activism Online. This will give us a picture 
of the Social Movement's capabilities when using media tools, their linkages through 
Social Networking Sites and their validity as a source of information. The validity as a 
source of information means that information is being spread while establishing a global 
protest towards different issues, and how reliable this information is.  
In addition to this, we will go into the Social Media’s need for a 'Face of Evil' because we 
see similar tendencies in the case of Stop Kony 2012 campaign. They use promotion 
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material, distribute images as well as draw relations between dictators and warlords 
illustrated as 'evil' personalities like Adolf Hitler and Osama Bin Laden. 
We have drawn in Arjun Appadurai's theory of Scapes in order to link the cultural 
perspectives of media's influence and ideological western-based constructions.  This will 
help us to investigate how western ideas have been implemented in the 'development 
work' of the NGO's such as the Invisible Children's campaign Stop Kony 2012.  
In order to get an idea about how identity is constructed and performed, we are going into 
depth with the Self Perception in the Social Medias. This is to enlighten the reasons for 
people’s involvement in the Stop Kony 2012 campaign and to analyze whether they are 
active because of ideological reasons.  Furthermore, the way Social Networking Sites are 
having an impact especially on a younger generation’s identity for instance, providing 
tools to see themselves as activists.   
At last we have chosen to carry out interviews during the International campaign, ‘Cover 
the Night' on April 20th, because we wanted to gather a sample of who was involved and 
what their objectives and motivations were to follow this campaign.  
 
We have limited ourselves from going into the subject of conflict resolution in the case of 
the conflict in Uganda, because we do not want to go into the political agendas from both 
the government of Uganda along with its neighboring countries and the LRA. 
Furthermore have we limited ourselves from the impact of the governments and their 
cooperation with the international community in this matter, rather, our focus lies on the 
public spheres and NGOs.   
 
 2.2 Literature and Empirical Selection 
We have chosen to base our project on large theoretical framework instead of a few more 
dominant theories, because this investigation involves theoretical research following the 
flow of current events. The literature on online social media is in this way 'new literature' 
and changeable.   
Because of the social media's impact on young people, and especially the engagement of 
young adolescents from the US in the Kony 2012 campaign, our research takes its 
starting-and view point from such an age-group in the US, this is especially relevant in 
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the chapter of the Political Activism Online, where the research is performed on young 
Americans from the United States. 
We consider the interviews we have carried out as first-hand empirical data and the 
literature used as second-hand empirical data. This does not change the validity in the 
different data, but just implies a consideration of the author’s interpretation in the 
literature we have used. At the same time we define the usage of taking historians and 
scholars into our theoretical framework, where there is a chance for the author to be 
subjective. We are aware when writing historical data on such complex matter like the 
conflict in Uganda, where inhuman methods are being used, can be difficult for the 
authors to stay objective. This threat of being subjective accounts for the authors as well 
as for us as researchers, both in carrying out the interviews and our interpretation of the 
literature. 
 
 2.3 Interview Method – Moral and Ethics 
We have conducted our interviews during the event arranged by Invisible Children - 
'Cover the Night' on the 20th of April 2012, this event was the first step towards their goal 
to make Joseph Kony famous by covering major cities with posters of him. We 
interviewed 15 people between the ages of 15 to 28 (see list of people in Appendix). 
These interviews were carried out on the streets around Rådhus Pladsen and Strøget in 
Copenhagen, Denmark, from 20 until 23 o'clock. 
We have chosen to make Semi-structured Qualitative Interviews in order to have the 
possibility to go into depth with unexpected replies that may occur in the situation of the 
interviews. We have come up with questions ahead of time and divided them into 
different themes. Furthermore, a specific order of questions has also been implemented 
with the idea that 'soft' questions should be an introduction for the research subjects to get 
comfortable with their interviewer.       
The approach mentioned above is inspired from Steiner Kvale. We will also include his 
theory of Ethical Issues in Interview Inquiries. This is a choice based upon our perception 
of the importance to follow certain moral and ethical guidelines while conducting 
qualitative research interviews. In this chapter we will look into these guidelines, which 
have been selected according to their relevance for our specific interviews. 
 11
 
Steiner Kvale states that not all reservations can be taken when performing qualitative 
interviews, but several aspects can be considered. These aspects are the interviewer’s 
normative reflections before carrying out an interview. Kvale emphasizes that “(…) three 
ethical theories of duty, utility and virtue are presented as broader contexts for reflection 
on moral dilemmas encountered in interview inquiries.”(Kvale, 1996, p. 109) These three 
aspects should always be questioned before performing an interview; the question of 
what duty you have as an interviewer towards your subjects, the utility of the  
accumulated data through the interview and the virtue shown towards the objects. These 
aspects are important because the production of knowledge should serve, both scientific 
and human interests. (Kvale, 1996, p. 110) 
 
Informed Consent 
The question of how much information ones research subjects should receive before 
conducting the interview is worth considering. If the research subject should gain 
information about the purpose of the interview before its execution, the subjects answers 
could be different. (Kvale, 1996, p. 112) “In some interview investigations, the specific 
purposes of a study are initially withheld in order to obtain the interviewees' natural 
views on a topic and to avoid leading them to specific answers.”(Kvale, 1996, p. 113) 
The purpose of the interview, is one of the aspects we have taken into account and chosen 
not to inform our subjects of because of  the chance that it could have an impact on their  
responses to the interview questions and to avoid a 'defensive position' towards our 
intentions. The purpose of these interviews is to research whether the people who are 
active in the Stop Kony 2012 campaign have gained a full picture of the conflict in 
Uganda and also to look at the participant’s motivation for being active. 
The participants in the interview have been informed of the facts that we are writing a 
student-project from Roskilde University, and that the project revolves around the Stop 
Kony 2012 campaign and will be presented with the themes of the interview that will be 
asked. Furthermore, the voluntary participation has been underlined (Kvale, 1996, p. 112) 
that the research subjects have received the right to withdraw from the interview at any 
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time they desire and the right not to reply to certain questions they feel uncomfortable 
with. 
 
Semi structured 
We feel that the only way to obtain date through interviews is to follow the direction of 
the semi-structured qualitative interview. The reason to use a semi-structured approach is 
to have a interchangeable way of interviewing. This is because it“(...) is hardly feasible 
in field research and explorative studies, where an important tactic is to follow up 
unanticipated leads (...)” (Kvale, 1996, p. 114). In this way, the interviews have an 
opening for follow-up questions so no possible data is lost, and the research subjects are 
not fully informed, as to not create any presumption in the interviewee. Though a moral 
utopia would be to completely inform participants, in order to obtain purified data, and to 
have a full structured interview with no possibilities for twisting the participant's words, 
we have not chosen to use this method. 
 
Confidentiality 
The subject has the right not only to comment on certain questions, but also to stay 
anonymous, which we have explained to them, though it should be said that none of the 
participants used either of the rights. One of the suggestions that we have chosen not to 
follow is in regard to the participants under the age of 18,  whether it is acceptable to use 
under-aged participants. We could have chosen to get written-permission from their 
parents, but evaluated that no 'threats' could occur towards the participants in the 
aftermath of these interviews. This evaluation has been based on the fact that we are 
living in a 'secure' society where freedom of speech is provided.   
 
The researcher’s role 
The researcher is the main tool to gaining data. Therefore is it important that the 
interviewer is acquainted with ethical guidelines. This prepares the interviewer for 
situations where one finds himself split in a conflict between scientific and ethical 
concerns. (Kvale, 1996, p. 117) 
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We believe that this consideration is relevant and we have tried to bring it into the 
interview situations as much as possible.  
Three ethical aspects that Kvale finds relevant in the interview phase, is the 'Scientific 
Responsibility', the 'Relation to their subjects' and the 'Independence of research'.  
The scientific responsibility is the researcher’s responsibility of gaining knowledge which 
is considered with validity, that a control over the veracity of the data has been made, and 
furthermore that the knowledge obtained is 'worth knowing'. (Kvale, 1996, p. 118) We 
see the validity in the knowledge we are gaining through interviews as essential, because 
these interviews will be used as first-hand knowledge in our analysis, furthermore do we 
find the accounts of the interviews worth knowing because Stop Kony 2012 is a 
campaign happening in present time and influencing millions of people globally.    
 
The aspect of the relation from the researcher towards the researched subject, questions 
the role that the researcher takes on when performing interview. Herein is mentioned the 
'exploiter', 'reformer', 'advocate', and 'friend'. The considerations of which light one puts 
its research subjects in, whether the researcher is portraying its subjects negatively or 
positively. (Kvale, 1996, p. 118) In this sense, we have been cautious while trying not to 
take the role as the exploiter during the interviews with young people ages fifteen and 
under. This is a crucial consideration because university students, like us, could easily 
take advantage of the elementary students, and manipulate them to answer questions in a 
certain way.   
At last, the independence of research is to be considered, where the threat of emphasizing 
towards some groups or persons, at risk. The researcher must try to stay objective and not 
'go native'. To go native is an anthropological term, which refers to researchers who get 
lost in a group or culture and find one self as a supporter of the case that is researched. 
The threat is to loose ones’ professional distance towards ones’ subjects and interpret the 
interviews from the subjects perspective, and thereby loose the veracity in the knowledge 
obtained. (Kvale, 1996, p. 118) We have been careful throughout the interviews not to 
emphasize or lose our objectivity, which can easily occur because of the inhuman 
conditions in the case of LRA and Joseph Kony.   
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3. History Chapter 
 
3.1 The History of the Conflict in Uganda 
Uganda is a country with its own characteristics of conflict and political challenges. 
Concerning its background, as in many other African countries, Uganda was controlled 
and abused by several political leaders who used people to fight each other because of  
ethnic division between the North and the South. The issue of the North/South division is 
a major factor in order to understand its political challenges and current popularity with 
the Stop Kony 2012 campaign. With the following main objectives we want to relate to 
the Northern Ugandan conflict between government oppression and the Lord’s 
Resistance Army’s (LRA) influence today. Focusing on these points, we try to give the 
topic of LRA’s resistance, impact and popularity nowadays a proper description. 
First, we want to introduce Pre and Post colonial ethnic division as a foundation of the 
inequality within the North/South division in Uganda. In order to understand the several  
happenings taken place throughout Uganda’s power struggles after independence, we aim 
to indicate the continuous North/South division, which is to be considered as an outcome 
of colonial structure. Furthermore, cultural and traditional issues will be introduced in 
order to explain some of the LRA’s fundamental constructs, as well as post-civil war 
factors which lead to conflicted societal cohesions in the North. The Ugandan conflict 
cannot simply be described as a national or local one. There are important interlinks 
between Uganda and its neighbouring countries as well as with the International 
community on a broader scale. Further descriptions of the interplay between the 
interactions of the most important components involved in the conflict will be looked at  
in the last chapter in order to lead to the most current events and situation of the conflict. 
 
Pre and Post-colonial structures in Uganda’s North/South division 
Since its time of independence Uganda has, as still does contain fifteen ethnic groups 
with an estimated sixty-three different languages or dialects. (Klugman, Neyapti 
&Steward, 1999, P.13) Colonial policy in Uganda created political and economic division 
between the Bantu-South and the Multi-Ethnic North. The British colonial power set 
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structures in the country to provide social spending for health and education mainly in the 
South, whereas in the North the recruitment of workers and soldiers had been carried out. 
(Klugman, Neyapti &Steward, 1999, P.7)  
Because of their large population, their fertile area and their fortunate location containing 
the capital, the Kingdom of Buganda in the central South of the country has been 
favoured by the British and been given more advantages and authority within the country. 
(Klugman, Neyapti &Steward, 1999, P.15) As a result of this, the Northern Kikuyu tribes 
were used at that time as low paid labour in their sugar and tea plantations in the Buganda 
territory. Such foreign created division drew already in colonial times a strong tendency 
of separation between the two territories. (Klugman, Neyapti &Steward, 1999, P.15, 16) 
In addition, the working labour used from the North can be seen as a coherent indicator 
of later-on appearing problems derived from colonial usage of human capital. Soldiers 
have been mainly recruited as well from the North, whereas Southerners have been 
introduced for clerical and administrative positions in society. Such a domination of one 
territorial group in the army was not considered as problematic throughout colonial rule 
until the country’s independence. (Onyango-Obbo, 03-04 2012, P.8) 
Economic and social inequalities in Uganda show a major indicator of its current 
politically unstable situation, which finds its reasoning already in pre-colonial context 
and especially during the ethnic North/South division during the colonial regime. 
(Klugman, Neyapti &Steward, 1999, P.40) 
 
Power struggles since Uganda’s independence  
“Uganda holds one of the world’s worst records of recurrent mass violence, involving 
the death of some 800.000.” (Klugman, Neyapti &Steward, 1999, P.11). 
There are four major periods known in Uganda’s post-independence political history, in 
which different influential political leaders, with their own agenda and ideologies of 
ruling a country, have divided the nation’s ethnic groups further to form their own armies 
in order to gain power in the country. (Klugman, Neyapti &Steward, 1999, P.22) 
In chronological order: Milton Obote was the first head of state after independence and 
was a Lango from the Northern districts. The first Obote era (1962-71) was relatively 
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peaceful, with its characteristically overthrow of the King of Buganda in 1966 and the 
immediate implementation of the one party rule in Uganda. Whereas the second Obote 
era (1980-85) caused about 300.000 to 500.000 violent deaths during the civil war with 
more severe human rights abuse during that era, as under Idi Amin’s rule before. 
(Klugman, Neyapti &Steward, 1999, P.22, 25), (Onyango-Obbo, 03-04 2012, P.8) Idi 
Amin seized control of the country during his rule from 1971–1979. Violence had 
become promoted by governmental authorities and caused the deaths of over 300.000, 
this was mainly carried out by government troops. Idi Amin was a Muslim, who came 
from the Northwest part of the country and the first act he performed in becoming 
President was to murder the majority of Langi and Acholi soldiers in the army. 
Furthermore he expelled Asians from Uganda creating a much broader separation of the 
upper class, his favoured supporters. As a result of those extreme interventions, Uganda 
faced an economic collapse after the Amin rule. (Klugman, Neyapti &Steward, 1999, P. 
23)  
Tito and Basilio Okello were Uganda’s political leaders for a short while in 1985. The 
brothers came from the Northern city of Gulu and were supported by the Acholi soldiers 
until they were overthrown. (Onyango-Obbo, 03-04 2012, P.8) 
Yuweri Museveni is the actual President of Uganda, elected and re-elected  since 1986.  
The majority of his supporters were located in the south west, his homeland. In the early 
rebel movements in the 1980’s, he formed the National Resistance Army (NRA), known 
today as Uganda National Liberation Army (UNLA), the government's military. 
Museveni introduced, after becoming president, a policy to train and educate former 
soldiers under the Obote rule and to expand the NRA from a small guerrilla force to one 
of Africa’s largest armies with 100.000 men. (Klugman, Neyapti &Steward, 1999, P.26) 
Until Museveni’s takeover in 1986, the military leaders who ruled the country were from 
the Northern regions, because the North was used under colonial rule as the military force  
they had an advantage through out the power struggles during the time of independence. 
(Onyango-Obbo, 03-04 2012, P. 8) 
In the early years of Museveni’s rule, Northern conflicts had its major focus in this era. 
The northern oppositions of the Ugandan People's Democratic Army, UPDA, the Holy 
Spirit Movement which lead to the establishment of the Lord’s Resistance Army, LRA, 
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lead by Joseph Kony, have been primarily supported by the Sudanese government, which 
contributed to such a long-lasting conflict in Uganda. Violence in Northern Uganda has 
progressed due to attempted governmental intervention between the control of guerilla 
forces over the villagers. (Klugman, Neyapti &Steward, 1999, P.26) 
Museveni’s military takeover hit Northern Uganda immediately, starting with the 
country’s economy and politics,followed by the abuse of human rights like torture and 
maltreatment. This was all because of the suspicion of thousands of Northerners as 
possible rebels. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P.78) 
Violence and instability worsened Northern Uganda’s economic and social performance. 
In the following chart it is easy to see development indicators in Northern Uganda in the 
1990’s pointing out reasons for the conflict. In the Northern most war torn towns of Arua, 
Gulu and Kitgum, extreme poverty and low levels of literacy might have given people  
incentive to join the LRA in order escape the poor economic condition they lived in. 
(Klugman, Neyapti &Steward, 1999, P.51)  
Concerning clean water access, health facilities and education in Northern Uganda from 
1970-1990 remained neglected. Employment grew only half of the national rate in 
Uganda’s Northern region from 1962-1970. Still between 1980s and early 1990s the 
situation remained virtually unchanged. The southern/central region kept its high  growth 
rate in economic employment development. (Klugman, Neyapti &Steward, 1999, P.41, 
42)  
The next graph compares the Human Development Index, HDI, by region in Uganda 
during Museveni’s rise in the early 90’s. It shows Northern Uganda with the lowest 
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development, far below the highly developed central-south region, both economically and 
socially within the HDI. (Klugman, Neyapti &Steward, 1999, P.48) 
 
Uneven development in Uganda can explain the violence that occurred throughout its 
power-struggles. Northerners have since independence dominated the country’s army 
until Museveni’s forces took over in 1986. These facts resemble a source of potential 
tension within the country today. Figures show that the three worse-off districts in the 
Northern region have suffered the most fighting as well as overall lowest development  
statistics. (Klugman, Neyapti &Steward, 1999, P.50, 51)   
 
The Final Construct of the Lord’s Resistance Army 
In order to understand the roots of the LRA’s violence, the transformation of traditional 
structures in Acholiland have been a crucial factor. There are two major causes to explain 
the extreme violent reactions and movement of the LRA since the overtaking of 
Museveni’s NRA in Uganda during 1986. The Northern Acholi tribe has, since colonial 
rule and the independent power struggles, been used as working labourers and soldiers in 
the country. At the time of the return of thousands of Acholi soldiers to the Northern 
districts, the Acholi society did face 2 different kinds of challenges: an internal and 
external crisis. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P.25, 44) 
The internal crisis: As these young Acholi men, who have been used as soldiers 
undertaking  violence and killings for the government during the Civil War, returned 
back to their homeland with such experiences and anger towards the government. The 
Acholi society has been excluded from local and national political leadership. All of this 
leads to a society which was not built on a strong foundation of elders and their insight 
and wisdom. This new reintegrated generation brought with the a concept of brutality 
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against the Ugandan state, creating new resistance groups and an consequence of their 
repression. With such a threat in the Acholi society, an internal crises lead to a much 
more fragile situation and destructive consequences for the Northern population. (Allen 
&Vlassenroot, 2010, P.25, 44) 
The external crisis started because the government had chosen not included Acholi 
political leaders. These two crisis have led to a reign of hate and anger towards the 
people, which later on was adopted by the LRA used in it’s increasing brutality in order 
to control the population.  (Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P.25, 44) 
In Uganda’s history, a major event called the Holy Spirit movement lead by a known and 
respected spiritual leader named Alice Lakwena, had set the stage for Joseph Kony’s and 
the LRA’s uprising. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P.9) Lakwena initiated a cult of 
superstitious beliefs, funded in the Acholi tradition and mixed with Christian ideals 
implemented since colonial times in the Acholi society. As a respected medium reaching 
spiritual power, Lakwena was able to influence and recruit the post-war affected, inactive 
Acholi soldiers as newly branded guerrillas protected by the holy spirits which she, as a 
spiritual medium, could bless them with. Thousands of them went to fight Museveni, not 
fearing bullets because of the protection placed upon them by the spirits, but they did not  
make it  far into the Southern territories. This is where the Holy Spirit Movement ended. 
(Hutchinson, 2000, P.1)  
The Holy Spirit Movement was comparable to many other African religious movements, 
such as the Zambian Independence struggle, led by a women following traditional beliefs 
and involving spirits. During the civil war in Mozambique, a female spirit medium used 
the spirits of ancestors to protect the soldiers. In Liberia’s civil war it was practised to eat 
some of the enemies’ body parts to absorb their strength and wisdom, which derived from 
old traditional, believes of their communities. (Anonymous, 2000, P.1)   
As it was believed by rebel groups to become healed and purified by their spiritual leader 
Alice Lakwena after each battle, Joseph Kony took over this cult to even make his 
followers believe they they become purified through killing.  Kony claimed that the 
oppressed Acholi society would find its strength and reason to develop in violence and 
spreading fear throughout the population. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P 10) 
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The LRA follows Kony as a prophet, who sets the principles on the ten commandments 
of god as a political ruling idea. Joseph Kony is often portrayed as a spiritual leader, as he 
comes from a family of healers. It is noticeable that he uses certain traditional aspects 
from the Holy Spirit Movement to mobilize his people against the external, 'impure' 
power. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P.60, 66, 70) The invisible presences of spirits in 
original Acholi beliefs are irreversible facts which brought Kony to where he is today. 
According to Okot b’Bitek (1971) spirituality in Acholiland represented African religion 
as a practical application of healthcare and therapy through the local witchdoctors, the 
Ajwakas. (Green, 2008, P.36) 
Joseph Kony is considered a messiah or prophet for many Acholis, in the sense that he 
inherited spiritual powers, as a young man, to become an Ajwaka, which represents an 
influential status in the Acholi society. (Green, 2008, P.11, 36) Furthermore, Kony, 
possessed of his spirits, called for resistance and used his spiritual guidance to form the 
earliest militarized Acholi resistances, which was to be followed by larger numbers. 
(Green, 2008, P.39, 40) 
The LRA has emerged out of Museveni’s excluding ruling style and the violence the 
NRA has committed to the Acholi society. This is the group’s reason of resistance. (Allen 
&Vlassenroot, 2010, P.115) Kony writes: “The movement is for all Ugandans.” (Allen 
&Vlassenroot, 2010, P.84) He states furthermore the term ‘Lord’ is used as an 
appreciation to the ‘heavenly father’, symbolizing the resistance and survival the group 
has experienced against the reign of Museveni. The LRA want to appear as ordinary, 
practicing Christians, and don’t want to be seen as fundamentalists. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 
2010, P.84) 
The North/South division has been a major issue and factor in the countries group-
formations throughout its conflicts while child abduction became the strength of the 
LRA’s recruitment not only in Uganda’s Northern districts, but also in Sudan, DRC and 
the Central African Republic. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P.9, 10) Between 100.000 and 
150.000 children have been abducted and used as soldiers until Kony was pushed out of 
Uganda. Women also became a target of abduction in the LRA to serve as sex-slaves as 
well as on the front-line. In order to keep children and women successfully in his army, 
Kony often made them kill their parents or relatives so they could never return to their 
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villages (Onyango-Obbo, 04 2012, P.8). The LRA represents a spiritual aspect that the 
population fears and has a political agenda which contradicts the government and the 
international community as well as military strategies which threaten the country (Allen 
&Vlassenroot, 2010, P.9, 10). 
 
International Influence and Interaction  
Within the years of Uganda’s power struggle many of its ethnic groups have become 
victims of militarized aggression on both small and large scales. Museveni’s UNLA 
murdered an estimated 300.000 Northerners during the overthrow of Okello’s regime in 
1986. Many Acholi soldiers went to South Sudan after their defeat, there they have been 
used for reinforcements for Sudan’s governmental militias, whereas others have hidden 
or joined guerrilla activities in the Uganda. Since the LRA’s beginning, the support and 
involvement in South Sudan has been a crucial factor in order to understand its existence 
and further performance in Uganda as well as in the Sudan to fight the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army, SPLA, on behalf of the Sudanese governmental regime. (Allen 
&Vlassenroot, 2010, P.7) 
On the other hand it is important to understand both the NRA’s and Museveni’s rise with 
the necessary financial support by some of the countries part of the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development, OECD, International Monetary Fund, IMF, 
and the World Bank. Though the international support aims for a re-establishment of the 
country, Museveni and the NRA expanded their military forces to gain control of the 
Northern regions and their rebel groups. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P.49, 50) In this 
case Museveni used the Northern conflict as a way to get more financial support from the 
western donors. From 1992 on until 2010 Museveni increased the budget of foreign aid 
of defence spending from 42 million USD to 260 million USD. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 
2010, P.51) 
Museveni achieved international sympathy because of the northern barbaric threats 
towards the southern population of Uganda. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P. 55) Since the 
9/11 attacks, the LRA was added at the US Department of Defence’s list of terrorist 
organisations. This gave the Ugandan military a further economic boost for their 
recruitment of soldiers to hunt Kony and the LRA through the vast jungle. Furthermore, 
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US and UK development agencies increasingly promoted Peace Building and Conflict 
Reduction Programs during that time. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P. 190) The 
complexity of the conflict reached the attention of the UN Security Council, deciding in 
cooperation with the International Criminal Court (ICC) to favour UN military 
intervention in 2005. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P.193)  
 
The Conflict, Obstacles and Complexity 
“Uganda it seems has deported its war and Kony’s people are reaping the benefit.” 
(Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P.21). 
The operation North launched in 1991 by the NRA to end the rebel conflicts in the North 
had created a much more violent response from the LRA in the heavy affected Northern 
districts. Governmental collaborators were maimed and killed in high numbers. Betty 
Bigombe, Minister of Pacification of Northern Uganda, came close to negotiating peace 
with the LRA; but some believe this to have been a tactic of the LRA to secretly expand 
their troops; but it was Museveni’s ultimatum in 1994 made them resume their killings. 
There are political advantages for Museveni to alienate the North as barbaric, addressing 
the violence and spirituality in order to protect his southern supporters. (Allen 
&Vlassenroot, 2010, P.11, 12) 
In 2002, Iron Fist the second large operation of the Ugandan army against the LRA was 
supported by the US army as an attempt to fight terrorism after the 9/11 attacks. Sudan 
was highly persuaded by the international community to give green light for this 
operation in its southern districts where the LRA was hiding at that time. The operations 
caused many deaths of those abducted. Kony and the senior commanders of the LRA 
escaped and would strike even harder on the Northern Ugandan population with 
continuous abductions and attacks. The operation Iron fist turned out to be unsuccessful. 
(Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P.14) 
Corruption of foreign aid in the army became an reason why operations in the North did 
not work out in the end. Out of the expected 7200 troops that operation Iron Fist was to 
provide, only an estimated 1500 men could effectively undertake this mission; compared 
with the Presidential Guards Brigade of 12,000. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P.52) 
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By forcing the Northern population to move from their homes into camps to be saved 
from the invading LRA, Museveni strategically separated the rebels from the civilians 
and their ethnic identity. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P.53) This situation was also 
created to use these civilians as a ‘human shield’ against LRA attacks.  The conditions in 
these over-crowed camps were worse than the people’s homes, causing 1000 deaths a 
week. (Allen&Vlassenroot, 2010, P.55, 56)  
In 2006 Uganda contained the largest camps for internally displaced refugees in the 
world with 1.4 to 1.6 million people. By this time Museveni and the Ugandan 
government arranged peace talks with Kony and the LRA in Juba, South Sudan in 
accordance with the International Criminal Court ,ICC. (Onyango-Obbo, 03-04 2012, 
P.7) Under international pressure, Betty Bigombe now former Minister of Pacification of 
Northern Uganda, Riek Machar, SPLA commander and Vice-President of South-Sudan, 
as well as an Acholi chief named Rwot Acana and a group of Acholi elders were 
involved during those peace-talks from 2004 until 2008. They were unable to reach a 
peace agreement at the end, but the process was a big improvement in reaching the LRA 
in a passive manner. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P.17, 18) 
Since then the LRA continued their movement further into the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, DRC, and the Central African Republic, CAR, in order to reinforce their troops 
and invade, causing further killings, abductions and destruction of the local infrastructure. 
A new operation called Lightning Thunder was launched as a security agreement between 
Uganda, Southern Sudan and the DRC. These armies tracked and destroyed some of the 
LRA’s camps, but the LRA’s movement was not to be followed successfully. In 2009 
there were more than 700 abductions, 500 of those were children while there was 
reported to be 130.000 people displaced at the DRC/Sudan border. As of today, Kony and 
the LRA resides somewhere in the jungle of central Africa still attempting spreading their 
insurgency. (Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, P.17, 18) 
 
3.2. The History of Invisible Children  
 
In this section we will be looking into the foundation of Invisible Children, the 
motivation of the founders and some of their movements up to date,  along with their rate 
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of success. We will then look into both the positive and negative aspects of the Stop 
Kony 2012 campaign. We emphasize the movie, Stop Kony 2012 as the most important 
aspect in the campaign, finally, ending this section with Africa’s perspective on this new 
movement.  
 
Invisible Children Foundation 
Invisible Children was founded in 2003 after three filmmakers, Bobby Bailey, Jason 
Russell and Laren Poole traveled to Africa, in time ending up in Uganda filming the local 
residents, which eventually lead to the foundation of one of the biggest Non-
Governmental Organizations, NGO, focusing on Africa in the US. After some time spent 
in a village they started to notice that the youth would leave their homes every night in 
order to seek shelter in the city center to avoid abduction into the ranks of the Lord’s 
Resistance Army, LRA, lead by Joseph Kony. After returning home, they started showing 
the film they had constructed in Africa, sharing it on a small, local scale and eventually 
on a larger scale. The video received a strong response, which led to a mobilization of 
'Invisible Children' as an NGO. (West, n.d, p.2). 
 
Campaigns and Movements 
The founders of Invisible Children created the organizations for two purposes, one to 
raise awareness of the violence occurring in Northern Uganda and the effects it was 
having on local children and their families; and second, to help economic growth in 
Uganda through the creation of 'The Bracelet Campaign' (West, n.d, p.1). This campaign 
was implemented in order to support organically grown cotton production in Uganda as 
well as employment in the production of cotton (West, n.d, p.1). The Bracelet Campaign 
launched a total of eight different videos, each focusing on one child’s story along with a 
colored bracelet to represent the story. This was part of Invisible Children’s attempt to 
keep the youth focused in their campaign by releasing a new video and bracelet every 
year. (West, n.d, p.5)  
 
Since the start of Invisible Children, they have focused mostly on Social Media in order 
to spread their message. Using Facebook and other similar networks the group is able to 
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gain their supports as well as appearing on national television shows such as The Opera 
Winfrey Show, NBC Nightly News and CNN. Invisible Children has appeared in 
numerous magazines and newspapers like US News and World Report, People, GQ and 
New York Magazine (West, n.d, p.1). Through these Social Media networks the 
campaign was able to create national events to gain attention of different political leaders 
from the US by organizing peaceful social movements: 
2. Global Night Commute: this was the first major movement of Invisible 
Children; it occurred in 2006 and had more than 80,000 participants in 126 cities 
in the US. Activists would walk miles to their local city centers and slept in the 
streets to represent the youth of Uganda making their night commutes. This gave 
the participants the opportunity to experience what the children of northern 
Uganda have to do every night, but without the fear of abduction (West, n.d, p.4). 
The goal of this particular movement was to end the night commute, made by the 
Ugandan children, by raising awareness of these journeys. This is considered one 
of the biggest demonstrations for Uganda up to date (West, n.d, p.2). 
3. Displace Me: This movement took place in April of 2007 and involved over 
68,000 people in 15 cities throughout the US. The participants were able to live 
the tragedies and events through 'Guerilla Theatre' and storytelling (West, n.d, 
p.4). This has been the most controversial movement thus far in the Invisible 
Children campaign, for the first time ever the organization attempted to show the 
participants what it was like to be displaced, as close as the organizations could 
come to demonstrating realistically what the LRA does to the captured children. 
The outcome of this event lead to a bill signed by 44 members of congress and the 
appointing of government official Tim Shortley, by President Bush, as “(…) 
senior advisor on the “Conflict In Africa” and was immediately directed to focus 
his attention on the peace talks in northern Uganda” (West, n.d, p.4). 
 
Stop Kony 2012 Campaign 
Invisible Children released its newest campaign in the form of the video Stop Kony 2012 
on the 6th of March 2012. The release of this video created a viral campaign throughout 
the media, within the first six days, there were over 100 million hits on YouTube 
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(Kanczula, The Guardian, 2012, p1.) The video called for the use of military intervention 
from the US to train the Ugandan military to capture Kony and bring him to justice; but 
already the US has sent 100 troops into Uganda. (Invisible Children, 2012) This 
campaign encourages young people to go out and poster their local cities with stickers 
and signs attempting to raise awareness about Kony and the LRA (Invisible Children, 
2012).  
April 20, 2012 was the date picked for “Cover the Night” where every major city around 
the western world was to be covered in images of Kony. The reason Invisible Children 
created this campaign is to raise awareness about who Kony is and attempt to make him 
famous in order to put more pressure on his capture. Many American celebrities have 
joined the campaign in order to support the movement.  Stop Kony 2012 sets a deadline 
for the end of 2012 to capture Kony and start the process of disarming the LRA (video 
Children, 2012). 
 
Stop Kony 2012 Video 
The video starts out talking about Internet connections and Social Media, specifically 
Facebook followed by the birth of the producer's son, Gavin. The film flashes back to the 
original documentary that started Invisible Children’s foundation, where Jacob, a  
Ugandan teenager is reintroduced from the original video. It is not until the 9th minute of 
the video that the viewer is introduced to its objectives: Stop the LRA and its leader, 
Joseph Kony. The producer of the video breaks the idea of 'good and bad' down using his 
young son to explain who the ‘good guys’ are and who the ‘bad guys’ are. He explains 
Kony's actions to the viewers in terms that even Gavin can understand “(…)has an army 
(…) takes children from their parents (…) gives them a gun to shoot and he makes them 
shoot and kill other people (…) he forces them to do bad things.”Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 
insert time) Then Gavin is asked what he thinks about the situation “Its sad.”(Stop Kony 
2012, 201210:11)    
At the 11 minute mark the video starts stating facts about Kony and the LRA, explaining 
how he uses children either as sex slaves or soldiers, then the viewer sees flashes of 
Kony’s victims with mutilated faces. According to the film, over 300,000 children have 
been abducted and forced in to Kony’s ranks, using Jacob as an example of this.(Stop 
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Kony 2012, 2012, 11:37). According to Luis Moreno Ocampo, head prosecutor for 
International Criminal Court, ICC, in the Netherlands, Kony proposed peace many times 
and just used that to regain strength and attack again. Ocampo’s job is to find and man 
the arrest of the world’s worst criminals, Kony being number one on the court’s list and 
was the first indicted by the international criminal court according to the film. (Stop 
Kony 2012, 2012, 12:16)  
The producer continually refers back to his son throughout the video and according to 
Gavin “(..) we should stop Kony.” (Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 13:06) But according to 
Invisible Children 99% of people on the planet do not know who Joseph Kony is. (Stop 
Kony 2012, 2012, 13:21) In order to make the capture of Kony possible two things need 
to happen according to the video. One, Kony needs to be made famous and two, the US 
needs to get involved and stay involved. As earlier mentioned US troops are in Uganda 
and now that the troops have been deployed, a big part of the campaign is to keep people 
interested in the conflict because according to Invisible Children if the US government 
was to take pressure off the capture of Kony, then Kony would only grow stronger. Kony 
changed his tactics, he has now moved out of Northern Uganda into the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Central African Republic and southern Sudan, and is continuing 
to recruit Child Soldiers. Invisible Children is afraid that because Kony is no longer in 
Uganda the government will not see him as a threat. That is why this video is important 
in order to keep interest in capturing Kony. Because of this, December 31, 2012 has been 
set as the deadline of Kony’s capture. Invisible Children introduces their plan to capture 
Kony this year: the Ugandan military has to be the one to capture Kony and in order to do 
that, they must find him. To find him they need technology to track him through the 
jungle. American troops are also needed but the US government has to deploy them. 
(Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 23:00) In order for the troops to be deployed people have to 
know who Kony is and what he does, and that is the biggest problem. For the second time 
in the film the lack of the viewers information about Kony is stated. For that to be 
changed, Kony has to be made famous. Invisible Children has targeted a group of 20 
'cultural makers' and 12 'policy makers' to help get Kony’s name out. The celebrities 
include singers such as Taylor Swift and Lady Gaga to super star athletes like Tim 
Tebow to actors and actresses like Angelina Jolie and George Clooney plus many other 
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influential names. As for the “policy makers” the video doesn’t specifically name anyone 
but assures the viewer that both Democrats and Republicans are being targeted. (Stop 
Kony 2012, 2012, 23:13). 
According to the Invisible Children, because of the effort which has been put in thus far, 
together the Ugandans and Invisible Children have been able to rebuild schools, create 
jobs, and build an early warning system that allows villages to receive real time updates 
of what is happening in war zones. (Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 15:50)  
At the end of the video the action kit is introduced, which comes with posters and stickers 
that are intended to be used for ‘Cover the Night’ on the 20th of April in every major city 
around the world. (Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 26:06).  
 
Financial  
Since becoming a popular organization, Invisible Children has faced many critiques 
about what is actually happening within the organization, the biggest question being, 
where all the money being raised is going. Stated on their website for that purpose, is the 
financial information illustrated into a chart called Breakdown of Expenses, found in the 
Appendix of this report, so it is easy to access and understand (Invisible Children, 2012). 
This chart gives a simplified understanding of where the money being raised by the 
organization is going. A little over 37% of the money is going directly to Central African 
programs, which is the largest portion of the money given for a certain purpose. This 
chart explains what types of programs in Central Africa are being implemented (Invisible 
Children, 2012).  
 
Africa’s Perception on Invisible Children 
Though Invisible Children has received mostly positive feedback all over the United 
States, there has been much criticism throughout Africa. According to Charles Onyango-
Obbo a journalist from The EastAfrican newspaper, it is emphasized in the April 2-8, 
2012 issue, “(…) the biggest sin Invisible Children committed in producing the video is 
the fact that it produced it at all.” (Onyango-Obbo, 2012, p.15). They emphasized that 
putting Kony on trial would risk the reputations of many of the governments in the region 
and humiliate their allies in the west. This will also lead to the release of details about 
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what Kony did and why it lasted so long. (Onyango-Obbo, 2012, p.15) This new 
campaign that Invisible Children has created puts a lot of unwanted pressure on the 
western world to take care of  Kony. But the video, according to Onyango-Obbo, would 
have been relevant fifteen years ago, so why is Kony taking precedence over other 
wanted criminals today. Now that Kony is wanted internationally, the Ugandan people 
are calling for “(..) the killing of Kony, rather then his capture(…) is not the priority.” 
(Onyango-Obbo, 2012, p.15) The release of Stop Kony 2012 subtly claims that the 
Westerns see capturing Kony as their burden, that the people of Uganda are incapable of 
doing anything to stop or contain him in one area (Onyango-Obbo, 2012, p.15).     
 
Though this seems to be the opinion of many Ugandans, according to Onyango-Obbo, it 
has received a different reaction from the youth of the nation, he emphasizes that one of 
the biggest positive effects of the video have been making the youth politically aware of 
the situation going on in Uganda; both the youth of the western world as well as the 
youth in Africa (Onyango-Obbo, 2012, p.15). 
 
Theory Chapter 
 
 4.1 Social Movement Theories 
In the following chapter we would like to present a brief overview on social movement 
theories, because of the movements global outreach at present time. This demands further 
examinations in order to understand new upcoming events with such rapid mobilization. 
These tendencies can be seen in the Stop Kony 2012 campaign which we have chosen to 
investigate. In order to give the development of social movement theories an 
understandable structure, we will use an already set up structure from Wired and 
Mobilizing, by Victoria Carty (2011). This structure will include following themes: 
 
1. Traditional theories of Collective Behaviour  
2. Resource Mobilization  
3. Political Process 
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4. Cultural Oriented Perspectives 
5. New Social Movement Theories 
 
1. Social movements have emerged from a denial of resources or inequality within a 
society. A concept of ‘mass society,’ which was not completely integrated, established a 
collective behaviour forming a sense of belonging into a larger group. Whereas cultural 
aspects, like changes in values, public opinion, collective identity and subcultures were 
influential, undermining the outcomes of such social movements. (Carty, 2011, P. 8, 9) 
  
2. Resource mobilization relates to the establishment of Social Movement Organizations, 
SMO, undertaking strategic political actions including knowledge, money, media 
attention, labour, solidarity, organizational structure, legitimacy and political support. 
Such mobilizations tend to under evaluate the external political context on a larger scale 
as well as the cultural dimension of social life. Furthermore the strategies of such  
organizations turned out to be rather decentralized and lacking traditional structure. 
(Carty, 2011, P.9, 10) 
 
3. Social movements are affected by political opportunities drawing upon as Carty states 
'receptivity' and 'vulnerability' of political systems. Such availability to political 
opportunities evolves to dis-satisfied citizens aiming for institutional changes within a 
two-party democratic system. In this social mobilizing structure the weak focus on 
cultural dimensions is as well criticized. (Carty, 2011, P.11, 12) 
 
4. Due to the strategic choices social movement actors make, aspects of social 
constructivism are being released. More specifically the questioning of (...)‘why’ (the 
meaning of collective action and subjective interest), rather than the ‘how’ of social 
movements (political condition and resources available).”(Carty, 2011, p. 12) evolves 
from such cultural perspectives upon social movements. Such consideration helps to 
create a collective identity for the participants to become motivated. Relating to an 
identical approach will motivate participant in a social movement to face self-realization 
within a group.(Carty, 2011, P.12) 
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“Collective identity serves as an intermediate level of analysis in that it links the ‘how’ 
and ‘why’ of collective behaviour.” (Carty, 2011, P.13). 
In order to target and carry out collective ideas on a large scale, influential organizers 
need to appeal to urgent, legitimating action. In this way they mobilize people with a ‘call 
to arms’ stimulation, to take action solving a problem themselves. For such mobilizations 
‘Frame bridging’ becomes a tool to reach people with similar political orientation through 
organizational outreach in awareness spreading programs (Carty, 2011, P.14). 
“Melucci (1996) defines collective identity as an interactive, shared process that links 
individuals or groups to a social movement through sustained interaction.” (Carty, 2011, 
P.13).  
 
5. The global nature of similar social problems changes and involves now people from 
different societal classes with different identical backgrounds. This brings in new actors, 
whose identities are diverse and flexible, aiming for cultural and personal change through 
evaluated social actions. That indicates a shift of social conflicts from the political sphere 
to civil society – decentralization (Carty, 2006, P.14, 15). 
“[New Social Movements] refer to a diverse array of collective actors who are raising 
new issues, are the carriers of new values operate in new terrains employ new modes of 
action and have presumably displaced the old social movements of proletarian 
revolution.” (Cohen 1985, in Carty, 2006, P.15).  
The new social movement theory is revised through the emergence of the Internet as a 
crucial resource in post-industrial societies.“Public opinion is now administrated by 
political, economic and media elites who mediate public opinion as part of social 
control.“ (Carty, 2006, P.16). 
Carty uses Castells to refer to the ‘networking society’ as such to use the internet 
nowadays as an integral part in social life distributing information and power. Indicating 
the ‘electronic grass-rooting of democracy’, the civil society benefits from the social 
media to actively participate in a so called new type of ‘informational politics’ (Carty, 
2006, P.16). 
Information through media today involves citizens who would usually not be able to 
receive information as well as opportunities to form opinions from such broad origins and 
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intentions. “Such electronically mediated communication can challenge systems of 
domination.”(Poster, 1995 in P.17). This viral communication incorporates a 
democratizing process of collective action re-defining boundaries by collaborative 
decision making and lowers obstacles to grass-roots mobilization (Carty, 2006, P.17).  
 
4.2 Arjun Appadurai's Theory of Scapes 
 
We have chosen to use Arjun Appadurai theory of 'Scapes' in order to draw this cultural 
aspect into the project. We see the Stop Kony 2012 as a movement that creates its own 
global culture and in turn challenges arise creating mixed intrepations of a common 
understanding about the conflict in Uganda. Appadurai's theory will help us to link 
current flows of global culture towards the mobilization and collective identity 
constructed in the Stop Kony 2012 movement. 
 
Appadurai distinguishes between 5 different so called ‘scapes’ as interlinks within a 
‘cultural flow’ of globalization. Those are defined as following:  
 
• Ethno-scapes: Defines people in movement, emphasizes today's mobility and 
access to ideas and innovations. 
• Techno-scapes: Relates to the rapid speed of change of technology. 
• Finance-scapes: Has to do with the distribution of global finances. 
• Media-scapes: Concludes upon the characters, narratives and ideas of popular 
forms and models of other lifestyles. 
• Ideo-scapes: Explains the political, philosophical, and religious narratives and 
ideologies.(Schech, S. & J. Haggis, 2000, P.61) 
  
According to Appadurai, cross-cultural communication depends on the different agendas 
interacting between cultural, economic, political, demographic and historical aspects in a 
globalized world. (Hunsiger, 2006, p. 31) Culture nowadays finds itself in a de-
territorialized process, as people can be linked, interact and have an influence on each 
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other around the world. A cultural identity in the 21st century is therefore important, and 
is considered to be derived from an interplay of conscious choice, justification and 
representation. (Hunsiger, 2006, p. 38) 
 
With advances in media technologies, images and symbols circulate together in a 
constant, rapid flow, determining cultural identity. Appadurai argues that worldwide 
currents that converge and interact in complexity between those scapes characterize the 
outcomes of cultural identities  as a mixture of the influences of the different scapes. 
(Hunsiger, 2006, p. 39)  
“As Arjun Apadurai notes, the mediascape can be a place where the ties between the real 
and the fictional are blurred. It thus becomes a forum in which individuals and groups 
build ‘imaged worlds’ that are the foundations of power and politics.“(Darnell, 2006, p. 
5) 
 
Refering to Appadurai, individuals and groups in the globalizing world draw from and 
respond to constant constructing, re-constructing and mobilizing their cultural identities 
which can be defined as ‘imagined worlds’. Those ‘imagined worlds’ often appear as 
constructs interlinked by different actors, especially interpretated through a global sphere, 
as the influences derive from different countries and cultural backgrounds.(Hunsiger, 
2006, p. 40) 
  
According to Appadurai, Darnell explains that not only has global media scapes made 
webactivism possible, but also offers viewers across the globe an intracate array of 
images, narratives and ethnoscapes in both an informative and commercial setting. 
(Darnell, 2006, p. 4) 
 
  
4.3 Political Activism Online 
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In this chapter we are going look into what the Social Media's capabilities in the internet 
sphere. Which group of people are politically active online and who is using the internet 
for political subjects. Furthermore we are investigating what positive and negative effects 
the Internet has had on news and information, and why young people especially, are more  
drawn to news from the internet. This also includes the question of 'unregulated' Internet 
sources of information and their validity. In the end, the aspect of political protests and 
movements will be opened up, and what capabilities this can provide. We will use the 
theoretical framework provided by the book The Internet and Politics – Citizens, Voters 
and Activists by Sarah Oates, Diana Owen and Rachel K. Gibson. 
 
The Social Media's Capabilities 
In the discussion of what Social Media is capable of, one must look at the Internet as the 
most important resource. The internet is spreading all over the world, raising different 
theories and perceptions of its abilities. First of all it is essential to take into consideration 
that different people have different access to the internet. This is on both a global and 
local scale. Within some countries with a large divide between the ‘rich’ and the ‘poor,’ 
fewer people have access to the internet. (Oates & Gibson, 2006, p. 4)  
In the general discussion about the internet, people are split into two opinions when 
discussing its political abilities. Krueger’s aspect upon the internet is skeptical, he argues 
that the internet will only increase the unequal patterns of the already established political 
sphere. (Krueger in Oates & Gibson, 2006, p. 5)  Meaning there is a division between 
people, where  the power in the political sphere is divided unequally. 
The opposing side to Krueger is a more positive view of the internet. Ferdinand as one of 
the speakers for the Internet’s political impact argues that the internet has merged 
democracy. He claims that the Internet has opened up democracy in many other 
countries, especially in the countries where democracy was not established. This is 
because of the Internet’s ability to link citizens together both within their country, and 
across other countries. In the nations where repression was happening, the internet has 
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had an important positive impact upon the merging of democracy, opening up the 
possibility for protest against regimes. (Ferdinand in Oates & Gibson, 2006, p. 5) 
 
Young people use of Social Medias 
Young people tend to be the most active online through the use of Social Media because 
they are the generation who has both the skills necessary to navigate throughout Social 
Media Sites and an increasing sense of trust in the content. Tendencies show that there is 
a rising perception that the content in online Social Media is genuine. (Oates & Gibson, 
2006, p. 6) 
The younger generation uses the Internet for a number of things including political 
activism. They tend to use the Internet more often than the previous generations in order 
to voice their political opinions. Oates and Gibson argue that this tendency has emerged 
after occurrences  like the 9/11 attacks. Events such as these have generated a 'stealth' 
political activism, where people participate more in political causes.(2006, p. 6) 
This shows that the internet is able to strengthen youth participation in political activism 
(Owen, 2006, p. 20), though young people have before been considered as uninvolved or 
lazy in the aspect of civic political engagement. This has emerged from a lack of trust in 
politicians and the government within the last twenty years. Furthermore the lack of trust 
from young citizens can be seen through tendencies to have “(...) depressed levels of 
patriotism and pride of country”.(Delli Carpini in Owen, 2006, p. 20) It is obvious that 
young people are becoming more politically independent. They use web-based platforms 
instead of main stream media in order to participate and gain political information. (Pew 
Research Center in Owen, 2006, p. 21) 
In addition to this the younger generation follows the American tendency of 'single issue 
politics', because it is easier to focus on one specific case. These single-issue cases are 
being promoted through media tools such as online radios, where demonstrations can be 
established. (Owen, 2006, p. 21) Also using videos as tools through Social Media sites 
like Youtube is a popular way to get political opinions out. 
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Other matters also draw a picture of a significant rise of participation in political content 
on the internet, for example the presidential election in the United States in 2004, where 
the young generation especially, participated online. (Owen, 2006, p. 30) This is due to 
”Websites designed specifically for young people, including civic engagement sites that 
encourage self-expression and volunteerism, are among the most popular with this 
audience.” (Center for Media Education in Owen, 2006, p. 31) 
Looking further in to the use of Social Media, lifestyles of adolescent are being more 
defined through the advancement of online technology.(Owen, 2006, p. 24) It is easy for 
adolescents to move around on the internet, so in turn it becomes possible to create a 
political life online. (Owen, 2006, p. 25) According to Owen, ”As one would expect, 
older adolescents (15-17 years old) generally are more likely to engage in activities that 
are most relevant for political engagement, information dissemination/seeking and 
communicating than younger children (12-14 years old). ” (Owen, 2006, p. 26) 
Furthermore Owen points to the comfortable sphere of the internet where a young 
individual develops a political life online. (Owen, 2006, p. 25) In this way is ones 
political online identity developed through the years of youth, and this identity can lead 
to political activities outside the online sphere as well. Thus the process of creating 
political life online through adolescence is essential for future actions.            
Social Media's Validity 
In the first years of the online Social Media it was perceived as an unreliable resource for 
creating an arena for political discussion and activity. (Owen, 2006, p. 22) But through 
time online news and information has reached larger official validity, the internet users 
have gained more faith in its content. This has advanced the tendency of young people 
who are becoming more reliant on online news than national or local television and radio 
news, because of a greater trust in online news, which comes from the fact that the 
younger generation is the producer of this news.(Owen, 2006, p. 23 & 24) 
Following up on the aspect of the young generation producing news, it shows that the 
internet has no borders in their production of information. All internet users can 
participate in the production of news and information. This is part of the emergence of 
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'Amateur journalists', that uncontrolled internet has facilitated. The reason for this new 
group of amateur journalists is the need for alternative media rather than mainstream 
news. This generation sees new media channels as legitimate and a way to go around 
mainstream media. 
“Propelled by their distrust of mainstream news organizations, amateur reporters will 
delve deeply into issues that are either glossed over or ignored entirely by the 
mainstream media.(Downie and Kaiser, 2003) Online news organizations have tended to 
hire people for their technical abilities, rather than their training in journalism.” 
(Finberg et al., 2002) 
The critique shows that people with greater technical media skills are being given jobs 
instead of people with good journalistic skills. Thus can one question the issue of quality 
in the content of information and news, journalistic ethic approaches and the general truth 
of the produced online material.  
Political protest online 
Gong into depth with possibilities for assembly and political protesting online, one must 
look to the internet, which has few barriers for spreading political content and through 
this people have “(...)discovered new ways of exploiting its political possibilities”.(Owen, 
2006, p. 23) Access to the internet in the USA is readily available and makes it easy for 
mass engagement. The communication that media online creates are new linkages 
between people and these linkages are the first step towards political activism. (Owen, 
2011, p. 21) This is a more positive approach towards the capabilities of the Internet to 
gather people for political protest.  
From the critical point of view, Hart and Putham argues that the Internet is only 
distracting people from doing real political work. People get the impression that they are 
'activists' and they are participating in political protests, but in reality they are not 
changing anything at all. The internet and social networking sites become a distraction 
more than a real political tool. (Hart and Putnam in Owen, 2006, p. 34) But ”Despite this 
criticism, the ability to use new media to facilitate political action is perhaps the biggest 
development in their evolution, and younger generations are at the forefront of this 
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movement.” (Owen, 2006, p. 34) In addition to this is the internet provides abilities for 
political movements and protests to come together through media tools in a way that is 
faster and more effective.(Owen, 2006, p. 35) 
Online Social Media, furthermore has a one of a kind skill in making different individuals 
from different backgrounds come together across the borders of the already founded 
hierarchies in society.(Owen, 2011, p. 34) These gatherings online can be seen as ‘new-
style social movements,' which originated from decentralized communities of groups who 
were badly coordinated. These groups who have different goals and are missing proper 
leadership, still have the capability of fast adjustments to new political circumstances, 
this is caused by their linking through communication networks.(Rheingold in Owen, 
2006, p. 35) This really shows the importance in the Internet’s role of organizing mass 
protests and campaigns. 
 
 4.4 The Face of Evil 
This chapter should reflect upon the Invisible Children’s publication of the Stop Kony 
2012 campaign which compared Joseph Kony to Osama Bin Laden and Adolf Hitler on 
an illustration to be distributed in public to spread awareness. Using such illustrations as 
a manner to spread awareness often create the image of a one sided view and links history 
from different times together with the current event.  With the use of the information 
spread in the US media while capturing Saddam Hussein in 2003, we want to draw 
connections to the Stop Kony 2012 campaign illustrating Joseph Kony as a ‘face of evil’ 
such as Hussein. 
The face of evil 
Saddam Hussein’s popularity as an evil dictator in the US rose since the beginning of the 
first Gulf War in 1991. Constantly emphasized through leading politicians especially 
during the Bush administration, the image of Saddam Hussein as an inhuman person 
grew remarkably in the US, and most likely shaped the growth of nation-wide support for 
the second attempt to invade the Iraq (Japp, Meister& Japp, 2005, p.33, 34). 
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At the time of the capturing of Saddam Hussein in 2003, former US President Bush 
appealed his victory as the end of ‘a dark and painful era’ and called out that “(...) all 
Iraqis can now come together and reject violence and build a new Iraq.” (Bush in Japp, 
Meister& Japp, 2005, p.33).”Since it encourages us to see a nation as a person, it implies 
not only how we should think about Saddam, but also how we should about Iraq and the 
Iraqi people.” (Japp, Meister& Japp, 2005, p.34). 
The US strategically used the successful publications of ‘Saddam Hussein’s evil ruling 
style’ to divert attention from their motives to invade the Iraq such as the desire of 
inexpensive oil as well as the unfinished interference in 1990 (Japp, Meister& Japp, 
2005, p.34). Brian Edmiston (2000) questions whether discourses are being interpreted in 
a ‘both/and’ thinking and compares it to a 'non-dialogised'  discourse, which can lead to a 
kind of ‘either/or’ thinking. (Japp, Meister& Japp, 2005, p.50). 
  
 4.5  Self Presentation in the Social Media  
This chapter is going to evolve around how people through, the new media technology, 
are presenting themselves as well as how they are making social connections through 
Social Networking Sites like Facebook and Twitter. This outlook will be seen from an 
individual and collective view; how the individual is constructing his own identity in 
relation to other people, as well as how a group is performing its collective identity. We 
will see the identity creation and performances tools that Social Networking Sites 
provides. Furthermore we will point to the individual user of the Social Media as both a 
consumer, and a producer. In order to shine light on these aspects, we have brought in the 
book by Zizi Papacharissi - A Networked self, which will help us to understand new 
tendencies in the online sphere. 
 
Social Networking Sites 
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When looking upon the Social Networking Sites and their capabilities to involve people 
into politics, different Social Medias should be considered. Facebook can contribute with 
a pleasant sphere for people who normally are not active in politics and introduce them 
into the political sphere of activism. People can be introduced by seeing their circle of 
friends who are active in online politics and then get involved. This involvement can 
furthermore lead to political offline activism, political activism beside the internet. 
(Johnson, Zhang, Bichard & Seltzer, 2011, p. 187) 
Youtube is also a tool for emerging political participation. It provides a space for sharing 
videos without having to be enrolled in a site like Facebook. In this way Youtube can 
provide a more diverse political content, because it is open for everyone including those 
without personal profiles online. Youtube has further showed that it can have“(...) a 
positive effect on civic engagement.”(Johnson et al., 2011, p. 187 & 188) A study shows 
that people use Youtube to gain political information, but then react to the gained 
political information through their own profile on the Social Networking 
Site.(Papacharissi, 2011, p. 214)  
Another Social Networking Site is Twitter. A place that is known for their blogging, 
where people can put small texts or comments up on their site and can thereby respond to 
the content online. Twitter, like other Social Networking Sites, can be seen as a place for 
'the new gurus', and furthermore a place for gaining and sharing information. The 'new 
gurus' are referring to “(...) the 'new logic' of cultural technologies as ' a set of exercises 
through which those exposed to its influence were to be transformed into the active 
bearers and practitioners of the capacity for self-improvement that culture was held to 
embody'.”(Bennett in Giplin, 2011, p. 236) Thus, the Social Networking Sites not only 
capturing but also transforming the users into a process where the project of 'self-
improvement' is taking place.  
In relation to political participation Twitter is also a tool for enforcement of the citizens 
in order for them to be able to create 'large-scale' protests and agree on social changes. 
(Grossman in Giplin, 2011, p. 236)  
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Skeptically, twitter has been seen as a tool which can be used for creating impressions on  
a profile and interacting with other user, but also creates possibilities for the individual 
user to adjust and manipulate content on their profile.(Papacharissi, 2011, p. 315)   
 
Identity Construction Online 
When looking into the identity construction, which the individual; but also the collective 
group is going through on these Social Networking Sites, one must be looking at the 
trends that change over time. Recent studies on identity construction have shifted from 
the attention of the individual's skills and abilities, to a perception of the identity which 
constantly is negotiating and performing itself, which takes place between the 
individuals. Things are being negotiated and performed through processes of dialogue. 
(Gilpin, 2011, p. 233) Polillo goes on by referring to the identity as a construction where 
especially limits are constantly being negotiated . This negotiation comes from power and 
structure, which can be seen as two important impacts that influence each other and 
makes a foundation for the negotiation of limits.(Polillo in Gilpin, 2011, p. 233)  
In online Social Media these limits that Polillo is talking about become more complex. 
This is because the boundaries between the private spheres and the professional spheres, 
which in the online media are not clear. For example everybody can make a homepage or 
a blog, which is personal because the individual is creating it them self, but the content 
can be seen as professional. Seen in comparison to a television, the television has a 
professional one-way communication toward the private viewer. These two ways, the 
personal and the professional, which the individual online media user can go by, gives 
them the opportunity to have a mixture of 'identity roles'. (Gilpin, 2011, p. 233) 
Furthermore, the user of the Social Networking Site”(...) must adjust their behavior so as 
to make it appropriate for a variety of different situations and audiences.” (Papacharissi 
in Gilpin, 2011, p. 233) This also creates complications when the user needs to handle a 
mixture of identity roles and adjust them to diverse receivers. 
A 'public professional identity' is necessary for the individual person in order to create, 
and can be seen as constructed through social interactions and 'relational content'. Thus 
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the circle of friends and the content on the individual's page of the Social Networking 
Site is crucial for your professional identity, which people are able to see. This creation 
of ones professional identity on these sites, works by showing 'self-presentation,' which 
can be seen as an individual performance of ones identity. More over, do the sites provide 
tools for 'connection building', where users from the same site create connections to other 
users on the same Social Networking Site. (Papacharissi in Gilpin, 2011, p. 233) 
Identity performance 
On these Social Networking Sites people are able to stage their own identity. Boyd and 
Heer formulate it as a 'public display of connections', people can see the connections to 
friends, colleagues, family etc., this gives one's individual online identity performance, 
which is taking place on the individual's site, a legitimation and gains value. (Giplin, 
2011, p. 233) This can furthermore be seen as in extension of Papacharissi's conclusions 
of the social networking sites, which creates a platform for individuals to present 
themselves and make social connections to other users on the sites. In other words a 
'stage for identity performance'. (2011, p. 304)  
Papacharissi goes on by describing the complexities in identity performance; “The 
process of self-presentation becomes an ever-evolving cycle through which individual 
identity is presented, compared, adjusted, or defended against a constellation of social, 
cultural, economic, or political realities”. (Papacharissi, 2011, p. 304) Goffman ads a bit 
more skeptical perspective to this process of self-presentation, and calls it an ' 
information game'. He refers to the information game as an never ending circle of actions 
where the individual runs into both true and false discoveries and revelations of different 
information. (2011, p. 304)      
These complexities in self-presentation, which Papacharissi refers to, can raise a pressure 
where people are getting ambiguous in their announcements. There is a tendency to be 
only positive in comments when using social media as Twitter. The negative responses 
towards different issues are being expressed elsewhere, in the offline sphere or places 
online where it dose not create confrontations, as it can do on the social networking 
sites.(Gilpin, 2011, p. 246) “This is not to say that the opinions expressed are not sincere, 
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only that one must be cautious in accepting social media conversations as wholly 
representative of a person's or group's opinions.”(Gilpin, 2011, p. 247)  
More over, the individual's identity performance through positive comments or the 'like' 
button on the networking sites, can also be an expression of a desire to enter a certain 
group, or just a way for the individual to create everyday connections to a already 
establish group. (Gilpin, 2011, p. 247)  
Mendelson and Papacharissi argues that 'higher selective portraying' can be seen in the 
tendencies of the young people. This selective self-portraying is performed on Social 
Networking Sites and is portrayed through photos and statements. They point towards 
people who are only showing their own desired image, which they have chosen 
themselves.(Mendelson and Papacharissi, 2011, p. 252) Such personal branding is a more 
and more important approach in social interactions nowadays, and is both performed by 
individuals and groups. (Gilpin, 2011, p. 248) 
This subjective portraying is easily carried throughout the new media tools; “Social 
networking sites (SNSs) present the latest networked platform enabling self-presentation 
to a variety of interconnected audiences.”(2011, p. 252) In this sense, the people who are 
connected online, are rapidly being shown on the 'social stage'. This stage can be seen 
divided into two aspects; the 'frontstage' and the 'backstage'. These stages are a 
combination of multimedia tools and one's cultural background which together provides a 
foundation for the representation of one's identity. The frontstage is what you show 'the 
audience', it is only a general picture of the individual's identity.(Goffman in 
Papacharissi, 2011, p. 307) This frontstage could be a Social Networking Site like 
Facebook. The backstage is the sphere where the 'real self' lives. This stage shows the 
more authentic identity. Social Networking Sites provides more control over the 
frontstage and backstage, so one can control what is shown for the public and what is 
private.(Papacharissi, 2011, p. 307)   
Another tendency shows that people are performing several identities, they are creating a 
diversity of personal sites, with one site for each audience they have. In Facebook several 
sites can be created by the individual user, in that way the individual can control the 
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information going towards its family or friends.(Mendelson and Papacharissi, 2011, p. 
252) Thus is the individual is able to have a 'double identity' online.  
The Individual as Consumer and Producer 
In accordance to the individuals actions online, the Social Media gives opportunity to not 
only consume political information and events, but also to produce it. (Papacharissi, 
2011, p. 305) The way to this participation, for example, the production of events can be 
through“Public interaction with others, including posts about offline professional events 
and social interaction with other practitioners, contributes to building an identity as an 
entrenched professional.” (Giplin, 2011, p. 246)  
When looking upon the event itself, Scannell refers to it as a 'doubling place', because 
public events happens in two places; the first place is the event being carried out in the 
'real world', and the second place is in where it is observed and heard by others. (2011, p. 
308) This place where it is seen and heard could be the individual's Facebook page.  
Another aspect is the individual's ability to produce information. The information being 
produced by the user in the example of Twitter, is not necessarily being based upon valid 
facts. When looking closer upon the power relations in Social Networking Sites like 
Twitter, Gilpin points to an extreme scenario which can occur. People who are massive 
inter-actors in Twitter dialogs can be perceived as having more professional skills 
compared to not so frequent users, this divides Twitter users into a certain hierarchy. This 
hierarchy lies more validity on the massive users statements, than the rests. This is off 
course only applying to people who perceive social media skills as important. (Gilpin, 
2011, p. 247 & 248) Deuze follows up on this aspect and adds that the line between being 
a producer and a consumer is becoming unclear in the social medias. The Social Media 
provides the ability to become a spectator, but also an active producer (2011, p. 306), 
without any control or rules. This furthermore opens the question about how truthful 
certain information coming from the social media is.  
 
5. Analysis 
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 5.1 Introduction 
In the Analysis we aim to touch upon some crucial themes clarifying Invisible Children’s 
intentions of being a provider of information, in the sense that how the organisation 
presents the conflict in Uganda, as well as how they created a social movement in the 
western world towards a global, developmental issue. These three chapters correspond to 
the three sub-questions in order to provide answers around the issues presented, which 
will give the reader an easier overview of the different themes involved in the Analysis. 
With the intention to answer the research question of this project, we will analyze from a 
critical point of view, taking pre-assumptions into account when introducing the chapters.  
The film Stop Kony 2012 as well as the campaign launched will be taken as a central 
point of Analysis.  
In the first chapter we will take up the conflict in Uganda with the historical aspects 
contributed to the conflict known today, and furthermore analyze if the film are 
portraying a western point of view. We will draw in historical and political background 
information of Uganda’s North/South development since pre-colonial times, reconstruct 
the formation of rebel activities in Northern Uganda as a response towards the 
governmental ruling style, and talk about political and military interventions and events 
that have happened which have contributed to today’s complex situation. This data will 
be critically related to the information, the film Stop Kony 2012 has provided, in order to 
demonstrate the reader the intention Invisible Children has carried out. In addition to this, 
the online Social Media’s reliability of providing information will be questioned and 
furthermore it will be analyzed how Invisible Children portrays warlords and political 
leaders towards their goal to place US military in Uganda.    
The second chapter will analyze the themes of individual performance and the 
construction of a political identity within Social Networking Sites, as well as seen in 
coherence when seeking to belong to a group connected by a common cause or idea. This 
chapter will follow up upon the challenges to be faced when performing an online 
identity by the impact of political information provided of Social Networking Sites.  
In the third chapter social movements illustrated as political collective actions will be 
analyzed and given attention towards current flows of a so called cultural identity within 
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a globalized information society. Moreover the individual social life online will be taken 
into account with today’s influence between media, politics and social tendencies online.  
 
 5.2 Analysis Part 1 – The Conflict in a Western View 
Does the video Stop Kony 2012 create a valid picture of the conflict in Uganda or is it 
derived from a western perception? 
 
In this first part of the Analysis we want to analyze various historical facts as well as 
current political events in the broad field of the complex issue of the conflict in Uganda, 
which we think are missing aspects in the film ‘Stop Kony 2012’. This film was made by 
the NGO Invisible Children and is the main source and starting-point of the Analysis, 
because of its massive and rapid viral outreach since March 2012. Furthermore, we will 
take in consideration if the NGO Invisible Children derives from a western ideology 
concerning its outlook that aims towards capturing Joseph Kony, and moreover if they 
are taking the needs of Ugandans into account while making such a global campaign. 
This matter of western perception occurs to us, pre-assuming Invisible Children to be an 
organization with its own local and global outlook, performing out of a self-defined 
moral and ethical ideology. In relation to that, the online Social Media’s will be 
questioned as a reliable provider of knowledge and information. We will go into the 
points of the validity of information being used in social movement campaigns toward a 
western model portraying faces of evil in the developing world. The following points of 
this chapter will be analyzed:  
? ‘Stop Kony 2012’ as an illustration of the conflict in Uganda 
? The western point of view towards the conflict in Uganda 
? Reliability of information through Social Online Media 
 
These three chapters will be introduced from an informative and critical point of view 
involving Uganda’s historical, political, cultural and traditional background and with the 
assumption that Invisible Children’s Stop Kony 2012 campaign is built on western norms 
and values.  
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An Illustration of the Conflict in Uganda 
The country of Uganda has had a certain social structure already in pre-colonial times 
with it’s kingdom of Buganda in the South, which flourished as an Agrarian society and 
the Northern nomadic tribes with less implemented agricultural settings. During colonial 
times, those social structures in the country were transferred in the British power 
legislation, so that the already more developed South gained another position in the 
British colonial empire of East Africa. Southerners were used as cleric or administrative 
labor, whereas the Northerners were used as cheap working labor in the southern 
plantations. Furthermore these structures were transferred again by using Northerners as 
military recruitment and Southerners still in administration during the country’s 
independence throughout the civil war. This power division deriving from pre-colonial 
and colonial times has not been introduced in the Stop Kony 2012 film, and creates a 
loose picture about from where the problem of power division in Uganda developed. 
This indicates a different development of the North and the South of Uganda in the sense 
that the population of each has been used throughout these eras for different positions in 
society, as well as the South contained more resources in the agricultural sector. Yoweri 
Museveni became the first President who, as one of the leaders of the NRA actually 
formed this army by Southerners, by the support of the Tanzanian army, which 
successfully overthrew the Northern regime. Since his power takeover in 1986, the 
Southern dominance in the country created a wider gap between the two regions.  
By the time of the Southern power rise, many of the former recruited Northern Acholi 
soldiers had fled and returned to their Northern homelands. These young men had been 
used for many years to kill and plunder under different brutal regimes, so by the time of 
their return to Acholiland, the Acholi society faced difficulties re-integrating these young 
detached soldiers. This created an internal crisis in the Acholi society, which lead to new 
formations of rebel activities such as the Holy Spirit Movement and its later construct - 
the Lord’s Resistance Army. Furthermore, what also contributed to the separation of the 
North from the rest of the country at this time was the exclusion of political Acholi 
leaders in the national government. That also was reflected in the North itself, where 
those Acholi leaders lacked political influences, which lead to an under-development in 
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the North. This image of the power struggle during post-colonial times, with its different 
involved political leaders, is not portrayed in the film. Through this information, the 
viewer could have gotten a more complete idea of the inequality that occurred before the 
LRA and Kony had been active in the country. 
During the power struggles, the impact of violence and destruction of the UNLA, 
Uganda's military, in the North caused around 300.000 murdered. This indicates the 
violence deriving from both parts, the LRA as well as the UNLA. To understand the issue 
of violence and brutality during Uganda’s civil war, this information should have been 
provided in the film in order to draw a simple and clear picture of both sides involved.  
Museveni displaced Northern civilians into camps to secure them from the rebels; but at 
the same time he used this situation to protect his own soldiers from the LRA using the 
civilians as so called ‘human shields’. In these camps 1000 refugees died weekly because 
of bad sanitary conditions, which is part of the 300.000 murdered Northerners mentioned 
above. The displacement of refugees caused by the on-going attacks of the LRA in the 
North, had reached its peak with about 1.5 Million people living in these badly 
maintained camps in 2006. At this time international attention grew towards the conflict 
in Uganda concerning a variety of complexities, which should at least have been 
mentioned in the film, to raise awareness about the different actors involved as well as to 
inform the viewer about the possibility of such immense ‘side-effects’ a conflict as in 
Uganda can encompass.     
Since the beginning of Museveni’s rule, he adapted quickly to the agenda of structural 
adjustment programs of the IMF, World Bank and OECD countries. By victimizing the 
South of Uganda being terrorized by Northern rebel activities; Musenevi presented the 
problem in the international sphere. The support from the donor countries and their 
institutions gave Museveni the possibility to expand his army to seize control over the 
Northern districts and their rebel activities.  The development implemented in the country 
through the structural adjustment programs from foreign aid brought new employment 
possibilities, which had been distributed mainly in the South. This rise of employment 
possibilities increased, as well education and health facilities, which again had been 
centered in the capital and its southern region. The economic and social development in 
the country created a larger gap between the southern and northern parts of Uganda. This 
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further explains exclusion within the country. These factors can be interpreted as a 
motivating force for the LRA to resist, expand and gain supporters for their rebellious 
cause. As well, the film did not mention any of these economic and social indicators of 
unequal distribution between North and South, which further lead to rebellious response 
of the LRA. 
“Museveni’s military takeover hit Northern Uganda immediately not only with exclusion 
of the country’s economy and politics, rather more striking with abuse of human rights, 
torture and maltreatment by suspecting thousands of Northerners as possible rebels.” 
(Allen &Vlassenroot, 2010, p. 78) 
These happenings contributed immensely to the creation of the LRA and its reputation of 
brutality and violence today. This image of the Ugandan government as a significant 
contributor of violence is not provided in the Stop Kony 2012 video, which can be seen 
in our interviews, the majority of the interviewed people at ‘Cover the Night’ were 
missing background knowledge about the conflict in Uganda. More specifically people 
hardly mentioned the North/South issue going on in the country.  Some people did 
express a critical empathy towards the government of Uganda, but did not have the 
proper information on the conflict; “I heard that the government is as bad as the LRA in 
some ways(...)”(Mareno, Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 6:56). While Watching the film 
Stop Kony 2012, it is not made clear that the LRA had moved out of Uganda around 
2006 along with conflict. The actual conflict zone today is between the boarders of South 
Sudan, DRC and the CAR.  In our opinion it is shown too briefly on a map in the movie. 
(Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 15.03)  
Furthermore the movie does not go into specific detail with militarized actions, which has 
previously been formed to specifically track Kony and the LRA in the vast jungle. The 
United Nation’s peace building activities have been implemented since 2005 in order to 
deal with this issue; but the movie fails to mention this point. On the contrary, the movie 
emphasizes the US military support in 2008, which leads us to think that Invisible 
Children does not consider the UN and Uganda’s governmental activities as capable 
enough to manage the tracking of the LRA. (Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 19:29) Such an 
indicator used in the film may be analyzed as a western point of view, excluding the 
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actions taken by the international sphere, having already interfered in the conflict some 
years ago.  
This mistrust to the military already deployed in Uganda is emphasized in the film, stated 
as: “Ugandan army needs western technology and training to track him in the vast jungle 
– US army has to deploy them”. (Stop Kony, 2012, 2012, 21:43) The interviews we have 
conducted, also point out tendencies towards a lack of background knowledge about 
Kony and the LRA. They show that the majority of the interviewed people did not know 
what the LRA is fighting for or against, and only a few had some idea.   
The religious background and spiritual aspects of the LRA are not talked about in the 
film. The LRA was formed from a religious movement in Northern Uganda and keeps its 
ideology based on a mixture of traditional beliefs of the Acholiland and Christian ideals. 
It is important to understand that the complexity of the conflict deals with the attention 
that the affected population of Uganda pays towards the spiritual identity and 
performance of the LRA. Joseph Kony represents an influential image of a warlord using 
witchcraft in order to convince his followers and scare civilians as well as the affected 
population throughout Uganda. The Acholiland contains a strong spiritual and traditional 
view involving a certain cultural aspect and a different logic when talking about conflict 
resolution. This lack of information the filmmakers give towards the religious issue 
surrounding the LRA and Uganda indicates the western perception of the film, not 
mentioning at all the strong traditional strains in the war-affected Acholiland.  
 
The Western Point of View  
Kony and the LRA gained attention in the US because of the new agenda to fight 
terrorism in the western world caused by the 9/11 attacks in 2001.  As a result, the US 
army has been supporting the UNLA in the operation ‘Iron Fist’ in 2002.  Furthermore 
the movie gives an impression that western military intervention is of importance and 
Uganda as incapable of dealing with the problem of the LRA themselves. As well we can 
see in the movie that Invisible Children compares the condition of the refugees hiding 
from the LRA as unreal from a western perspective. As stated in the movie, when they 
picture the refugees hiding “If that would happen one night in America, it would be on 
the cover of Newsweek.”(Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 5:56) This indicates Invisible Children 
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views Uganda from a western perspective with missing human conditions. The movie 
also reflects on the impact of the US intervening in Uganda, as they state: “Kony changed 
tactics as he knows that the great power is after him.” (Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 20:15) 
The reference to the USA as the ‘great power’ intensifies the need for US intervention 
and creates a picture of US as superior compared to other nations. The people 
interviewed during the ‘Cover the Night’ mentioned the importance of western military 
intervention, which they saw as necessary.  
Arjun Appadurai defines the western influence in a globalized world, emphasizing that 
culture nowadays finds itself in a de-territorialized process, explaining, that borders and 
limits between countries are becoming blurred. Cultural influence can move between 
boundaries and across nations. This can be seen in the objective of the Kony campaign, 
which has no geographical borders and can thereby reach people across the world. Like 
the prosecutor of the ICC, Luis Moreno Ocampo, used in the movie explains the 
importance of capturing Kony: “It’s important for everyone, not only for the Ugandan 
people.” (Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 21:05) This tendency towards a more globalized 
community is portrayed several times throughout the movie, where it is emphasized that 
no matter where one is from, it should not determine ones living conditions. (Stop Kony 
2012, 2012, 15:30) 
This is a tendency, which can be seen in the new social movements that widens the 
possibilities and space for people on a global scale to participate in a political course. In 
this theoretical framework we can see that the movie Stop Kony 2012 emphasizes a 
western way of thinking in order to create a solution towards the issue of LRA in 
Uganda. This ideological based way of thinking can be implemented from the western 
world in the third world. This is based upon what Appadurai determines as an ‘Imagined 
World’, meaning that the construction of the implemented solution derived from a 
western desire, which does not always fit into reality. Relating this western solution in 
imagined worlds to a tendency of the interviews we have conducted, show that Invisible 
Children’s goal of military intervention in Uganda is seen as a peaceful movement, which 
indicates that the imagined world does not always fit into reality.  
We are looking at the influence of the Internet while considering that not everybody has 
access. In this case, not all Ugandans have access to the Internet, which causes an 
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incomplete picture of the needs of the Ugandan people. In order to make a valid 
representative picture, an NGO must find a common ground for the audience and in the 
case of Uganda, Internet is not it. Thus the movie does not reach a common ground and 
thereby does not provide a complete image of the ‘voice’ of the Ugandan public opinion. 
When analyzing the Social Media’s capabilities, the movie can be seen as a free online 
distribution, because it is accessible for every Internet user. Furthermore, it can be 
interpreted as a western idea of spreading democracy into different countries, calling 
upon the individual to take action. This tendency to take action has emerged online, as 
mentioned before, occurrences as the 9/11 attacks have generated a stealth of political 
activism causing more online participation. This newly merged activism could be one of 
the main motivational forces for Invisible Children.  
Almost 2/3 of the interviewed people at ‘Cover the Night’ were missing knowledge about 
Invisible Children. This shows a tendency that those people did not think of questioning 
or researching more about the organization after seeing the video. “… Normally I would 
research, but for this campaign I didn’t because I was too attracted by it...” (Aske, 
Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 9:45) The film does not portray the goals of the LRA, 
quoting: “[Kony] Is not fighting for any cause, but only to maintain his power.”(Stop 
Kony 2012, 2012,11:55) This film emphasizes a message to the viewer portraying the 
LRA as a group, fighting to maintain power and furthermore showing that Kony used the 
Peace talks to his advantage in order to regain strength.  
The film additionally introduces two Ugandan politicians for only a few seconds in the 
movie, stating that Kony should be stopped as well as promoting International 
intervention to solve the problem. (Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 13:30) These politicians are 
not described or introduced further in the film, which can be assumed that this film does 
not provide a complete and representative image of Ugandan’s view upon the conflict. 
This could give an impression that the filmmakers might not have intended to provide an 
accurate picture from different views. The view from the Ugandan people can be seen as 
incomplete because only two Ugandan politicians, without party or political title, were 
interviewed.  
Another aspect seen in the movie is the simplification of the conflict, like Casper, one of 
the interviewed persons emphasizes “(…) it’s the good guys going up against the bad 
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guys which brings peace to the world on a long plan (...)” (Casper, Copenhagen, 20 
April 2012, 3:10) Furthermore there is also a simplification of the problem of abducted 
children to return to their homes – to be reintegrated in their communities. (Stop Kony 
2012, 2012, 22:33) This can have both psychological and cultural difficulties because of  
the way the LRA captures and keeps women and children in the army, children killing 
parents makes the children exiles and unable to re-join their communities and become 
psychologically traumatized. The film does not go into the aspect of how to reintegrate 
and de-traumatize these children after their possible release. There is nothing in the video 
that mentions the steps Invisible Children will take after the proposed capture of Kony, 
and what kind of responsibility they have as an NGO in the aftermath of the conflict. 
These non-considered aspects of cultural dimensions in social life, for example the re-
integration of child soldiers into their community, create a lack of the traditional 
understanding of structures. In this objective Invisible Children can be seen as a 
decentralized organization within social movement theories. These social movements are 
drawing on opportunities in certain vulnerable systems, which Invisible Children also can 
be questioned as to whether they are complying, because of their capabilities to present 
the case of Kony from one side, which maybe would meet more barriers in a western 
world.   
Looking at the interviews we have conducted, we can see opinions that express that the 
capture of Kony would result in moving to the next criminal on the ICC’s list. Lauren 
describes that Invisible Children will go on with the rest of the list from the ICC after 
capturing Kony. (Lauren, Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 3:20) Moreover, we can see first-
hand during the interviews, that a few express their reasons and solutions in capturing 
Kony as related to a positive democratic development in Uganda. Sophie thinks that 
Uganda is poor, and they do not have democracy. (Sophie, Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 
4:00) Christian explains that if they capture Kony, people will experience a democratic 
boost. (Christian, Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 5:00) Christian and Sophie are not just 
emphasizing that the capture of Kony will lead to democracy, which is a western way of 
thinking, but Sophie is also misinformed about Uganda and the fact that it is already a 
democratic country. 
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Reliability of Information  
In order to analyze further aspects of information and the possibility of being misled by 
it, it is important to analyze the topics of the online Social Medias as a strong and 
widespread distributor of information.  
The Internet provides information to a large scale as not encountered before. Online 
sources are often considered not as reliable, and bring in journalism which is often 
referred to as ‘amateur journalism’, that can be explained as a possibility to inform 
without borders, controls and set guidelines. The Stop Kony 2012 film by Invisible 
Children leads to question if it is so called ‘amateur journalism’ because it is spread 
through YouTube without publishing restrictions, and went viral through a trusted social 
media sphere forwarding information to different individual internet users around the 
globe. Now, this might shine a different light on information spread through Social 
Media by amateur journalists and might question the validity of possible upcoming 
campaigns. 
The main message of the Stop Kony 2012 film is to make Joseph Kony famous. It has 
become important to make someone famous, who had never been in the spotlight of 
mainstream media before, which can also be seen as one of the indicators of amateur 
journalism. As mentioned in the film 99% of the population does not know who Joseph 
Kony is (Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 13:20), which refers to Invisible Children as the creator 
of this new emergence and underlines the opportunity that amateur journalism has to 
make Kony famous. An interviewed teenager at ‘Cover the Night’ named Aske responds 
that usually people hear about, Bin Laden, Hussein and Gaddafi, but not about Kony. 
(Aske, Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 4:50) 
Moreover, a quotation in the film states: “People with money and power dictated the 
priorities of the government and the stories in the media”. (Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 27:15) 
The viewer is lead to favor the alternative media, which Invisible Children can be seen 
as; they provide new or different important information for involvement.  
Furthermore, the film Stop Kony 2012 shows a picture of people demonstrating for 
Invisible Children in the US holding a big banner reading ‘Rescue Joseph Kony’s child 
soldiers’ (Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 15:35). Whereas the final, conclusive message of the 
film, about how to catch Kony – with military intervention – does contradict itself when 
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putting the US, or other military forces to the task, from this peaceful message on the 
banner of the picture in the film. It was possible to see on hand of the interviews at 
‘Cover the night’ where four out of the fifteen interviewed people emphasized their 
distrust towards the western governments in handling the conflict in Uganda and central 
Africa. This can also be seen as an indicator of amateur journalism, where people do not 
trust the western governments, and thereby calls for the action of the alternative medias. 
In addition to that, the Invisible Children’s promotion material includes an illustration in 
which the image of Hitler, Bin Laden and Kony are mixed and compared without any 
further description. Such a strong illustrated message without any explanation on the 
poster can be seen as amateur journalism because they are taking infamous leaders out of 
context without historical consideration. This can question the objectivity of the source of 
information.  
Different political leaders have been portrayed by the western medias as war criminals 
and raise attention to people’s political interest. A part of the film portrays Kony as the 
worst and most wanted warlord in present time, using a list of criminals wanted by the 
ICC, we can see this as the emphasis the movie makers use in order to make him famous.  
In the movie there is an interview with Luis Moreno Ocampo, who is unclear concerning 
the result of catching Kony, and states that we should stop Kony and then afterwords 
solves other issues, which can be seen as a blurred solution (Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 
13:10).      
As mentioned in the Face of Evil chapter in the theory, a person can be defined as ones 
country: “Since it encourages us to see a nation as a person, it implies not only how we 
should think about Saddam, but also how we should about Iraq and the Iraqi people.” 
(Japp, Meister & Japp, 2005, p. 34). In using this theoretical framework in the case of 
Stop Kony 2012, the danger of simplifying the population of Uganda either for or against 
Joseph Kony occurs. The video is creating a picture of the victims vs. the rebels, where 
the consideration of people being caught in between the conflict is not described. These 
people can be against the government but still not supporters of the LRA. 
Another aspect in the Face of Evil is Invisible Children’s use of controversial people. In 
one scene is Hitler being shown while the narrator encourages activism from the audience 
by; “(…) too often we did nothing.”(Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 21:15)  
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The use of controversial people can be related the goal of Invisible Children to make 
Kony famous to the popularity Saddam Hussein gained in the US media throughout the 
Gulf wars. Saddam Hussein was often portrayed as an inhuman person with an evil ruling 
style, which shaped the fundamentals of people’s support for a second invasion of the US 
into the Iraq. Now, Joseph Kony seems to take over such popularity through the 
widespread media, calling the attention of western citizens to support a military 
intervention into Uganda. This attention from the western citizens can also be seen in our 
interview through a teenager named Aske, where several times throughout the interview, 
he relates Kony to Bin Laden, Gaddafi and Hussein which indicates that the comparison 
in the movie did leave an impression. (Aske, Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 4:50) 
We can find comparisons when interviewing a girl named Sophie which led to the 
conclusion that Kony should not be caught like Saddam Hussein, and not only compares 
but also reflects to the other cases where war criminals have been prosecuted. (Sophie, 
Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 1:45) This is followed up from another interviewed person 
name Mareno, who means, “(…) everyone deserves a trial (...)”(Mareno, Copenhagen, 
20 April 2012, 8:40). This is referring to a universal right for every kind of criminal to 
have a fair trial. We interpret this to include war criminals, like Kony, bin Laden and 
Hitler. 
 
 5.3 Analysis Part 2 – Identity and Individuality within Social Media 
 
How does the individual or a group create a political identity through Social Networking 
Sites, and what challenges does the individual meet? 
 
In the second part of the analysis, we explore how people perceive themselves and how 
they want to be perceived by others through Social Networking Sites. Further, we will 
examine how the individual and the group constructs their political identity. We analyze 
how the Social Networking Sites create an opportunity for the maintenance of 
individuality as well as how easy it is to be seen as belonging to a group using the Stop 
Kony 2012 campaign. We will analyze which challenges the individual faces in forming 
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an online identity and which responsibility the individual needs to take when gaining 
political information. We will look into the following: 
? Political Participation in the Social Medias  
? Activism as an identity  
? Responsible use of social networking sites  
 
These three topics will help provide an accurate understanding on both, the construction 
of political identity and the demand for responsible use of Social Medias.  
 
Political Participation 
The link between politics and Social Media sites can be seen as a thin line; stating a 
political view is as easy as clicking the ‘like’ button on Facebook. Once a user ‘likes’ 
something, it is out there for all of his or her friends to see, potentially starting a chain 
reaction of other people to ‘like’ the same thing. Speaking to some of the people out on 
‘Cover the Night,’ Amanda states: “(…) because of pushing the ‘like’ button on 
Facebook I got positive feedback (...)” (Amanda, Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 6:32) 
Relating back to the interviews, the majority of people out for ‘Cover the Night’ have 
received positive feedback from their Social Networking Sites about their involvement in 
the Kony 2012 campaign. Through using the ‘like’ button, this creates an image of the 
user as a supporter of a certain cause or the willingness to join the cause.  
At the same time, Social Networking Sites make it easier for the user to claim to support 
something online but not necessarily take action on the subject in real life. According to 
Lauren, one of the girls interviewed, many of her friends wanted to help in the Kony 
2012 campaign by participating in ‘Cover the Night’, but many did not take action. “The 
ones that really care are the ones that actually in it.” (Lauren, Copenhagen, 20 April 
2012, 11:15) A possible reason that people did not show up, was the need to have the 
connection to the campaign via Social Networking Sites but not necessarily in real life. 
Using ‘Public Display of Connections', the person who created the profile can connect 
with friends, family and colleagues; and keep tabs on them at the same time while 
allowing other people to do the same. This method allows the user to still have an 
individual identity on the site while being associated with their own social environment. 
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Furthermore, studies have shown that the construction of one’s identity changed from 
focusing on skills and abilities to an identity in which the individual constantly has to 
negotiate and perform. That raises the following question, if people becoming politically 
active, have done it in order to enter a group instead of having been ideological 
convinced? 
On the other hand, Social Networking Sites, such as Facebook, are used as a cover to the 
user’s identity. By having a ‘front-stage’ profile like Facebook, the user is able to show 
the audience or viewers only a small picture of their personality. This format can create a 
‘double identity’ of that person’s profile and who the person is in real life. The user is 
able to adjust to different scenarios, whether it is for personal or professional use because 
Social Networking Sites makes it easy to control what information can be seen. The 
reasons for submitting to the Kony campaign can be seen as blurred, because it is unclear 
if it is really ideological convincing or just a part of the individuals front-stage identity.   
 
Social Networking Sites are also used in order to create a process for self-improvement. 
In this case, the use of Social Media sites could be considered more of a distraction than a 
political tool. This is because the individual is using time online instead of participating 
in 'real' political events.  
When looking further into peoples’ participation in political causes, one can see Social 
Networking Sites with capabilities in linking peoples’ interests with political causes. As 
an interviewed teenager named Jacob stated: “(...) I am an artist and use this possibility 
to do my thing (…)” (Jacob, Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 4:40) This gives Jacob an 
excuse, for example: to use ‘Cover the Night’ to display his artwork. By doing this, 
potentially, a participant’s motivation draws attention from the original purpose of the 
campaign to stop Kony, by focusing more on the art than the actual message. In this way 
the user is preserving his own identity, and adjusting him-self in order to benefit both him 
and the campaign. 
 
Activism as an Identity 
Invisible Children can be seen as one of the creators of a new political involvement, 
because they emphasizes that one can make a political change individually but at the 
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same time unify people in one common course through social medias. A skeptical stance 
towards the capability to change the political agenda through online activism can be 
taken, where Invisible Children can be considered as giving a false sense of 'activism'. 
The online participants have a mind-set that they are changing the world by being 
socially connected to other ‘activists.’ According to Aske, a youth interviewed: “(…) 
today as a youth you get socially accepted by politically active (…)” (Aske, Copenhagen, 
20 April 2012, 9:55), meaning by being ‘politically active’ on a social networking site, 
the user is gaining more acceptance in the social sphere. 
With the objective of the increasing online political activism, it can be viewed as partially 
misleading because of the number of people who claim to participate on Social 
Networking Site compared to the number of people who participated in 'Cover the night'. 
The amount of people participating in the offline event was significantly less than the 
people committing to the event online. This shows tendencies towards passive political 
activism, where the step from committing over a click on Facebook is a long way from 
the 'real' political event. 
When speaking with a group of people during on 'Cover the Night', the way they define 
themselves is interesting. One-third of the people interviewed, defined themselves as 
'activists'. This provides a controversial image when looking upon the few number of 
people who had actually done research about the conflict before they joined the 
campaign. Tendencies showed that almost all the people interviewed had only obtained 
information from the Stop Kony 2012 video, and not done further research into the 
conflict; so it is questionable as to whether they are ‘real’ activists in the view of 
committing to a cause on the basis of one source. According to Aske: “(…) normally I 
would research, but for this campaign I didn’t because I was too attracted by it (...)” 
(Aske, Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 9:45) Because of this view, the participants can be 
seen as laying more emphasis on the emotionally perspective aspect instead of the 
conflict itself. 
 
Responsible Use of Online Media 
Alternative medias emerged from the distrust of mainstream news, trying to bring issues 
to the population, which were ignored entirely by the mainstream media. Online news 
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organizations tend to hire more on the base of how technologically capable a person is 
rather than on the bases of journalistic skills.  
Reflecting upon the Stop Kony 2012 film, Invisible Children tends to focus more on the 
appearance of the film rather than the information provided in the film. This approach 
brings along self-responsibility towards the individual being affected by online media 
information, in this sense, the individual is challenged by the demands of alternative 
media. 
As introduced before in the theory chapter of Self Representation in the online Social 
Medias, further demands are required of the Social Media’s user in order to find his or 
her way in the maze of online information. For example, a public online sphere of Social 
Media constantly carries possibilities to adjust and manipulate the content of the 
individual user’s personal profile, which can create misleading information. Furthermore 
hierarchies are created, which lays more validity on the massive users statements, than 
the rest, though the massive users do not have any higher journalistic skills. Such trends 
indicate a higher demand for the individual when submitting to a campaign such as Stop 
Kony 2012. Furthermore it can be questioned if a video viewed millions of times 
becomes trustworthy; or when one’s personal social network submits to a social 
movement, does it then become a reliable cause? 
 
 
5.4 Analysis Part 3 – Political Collective Action 
 
How is the Stop Kony 2012 campaign constructing political collective actions? 
 
In the final part of the Analysis we will research the role of the Social Networking Sites 
as a possible indicator of political activism. We will look into how campaigns such as 
Stop Kony 2012, can create political collective actions. We will analyze these actions 
involving political capabilities in the Social Networking Sites here in the constructing of 
a collective identity in order to unite people and which tools the Social Networking Sites 
provides for this mobilization of people. In addition to this, we will analyze the political 
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online sphere in relation to its greater impact it has on ones social life. The following 
points will be analyzed: 
? Political Capabilities of the Social Networking Sites 
? The greater Impact of Political Causes in ones Online Social Life 
 
This will help us to create a valid picture of the interplay for the individual and the group  
within a political sphere of the Social Networking Sites.  
 
Political Capabilities 
“Cultural identity in the 21st century is crucial to link to an ‘arena for conscious choice, 
justification and representation’ within the dynamics of a globalized world.” (Appadurai 
in Hunsiger, 2006, p.38) 
Social movements started to involve the importance of collective action rather than the 
political condition and resources available in a certain campaign. Meaning, newer social 
movements, which focus more towards the idea of a collective action, can be interpreted 
from a cultural perspective as a movement creating a collective identity, which turns out 
to be a motivating aspect through self-realization in a group for a participant joining the 
movement. Interpreting the social movement of Invisible Children’s Stop Kony 2012 
campaign, it is obvious to see that the organization took its main objective towards a 
collective action and highlighted the forming of a collective identity in order to shape 
politics as a global community.  
In the following statements of interviewed persons at the ‘Cover the Night’ it is possible 
to see the emphasis of those towards collective action. One teenager named Casper 
describes the movement as it will help not only the case with the kids in Africa, it will 
become something bigger and greater for the whole world, that everyone stands together. 
(Casper L., Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 7:20) Another interviewed person named Ian 
expresses his participation in the movement as a good chance to show what people are 
thinking in order to gain widespread media-attention. (Ian, Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 
1:23) At last a girl named Amanda said, “I think it is very big that the whole world is 
going out tonight. Because of all this, community gets together in the whole thing.” 
(Amanda, Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 1:00) 
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The Social Networking Sites can urge people to become politically active, both in the 
online sphere but also in the time lead to offline activities. People mobilizing movements 
online have different tools. As mentioned before in the Social Movement Chapter, 'call to 
arms' and 'frame building' are tools used in social movements. The tool of calling to arms 
can also be seen being used in the campaign of Stop Kony 2012, where both on Social 
Networking Sites and also in the video is a significant encouraging of calling to activism. 
Furthermore the tool of frame building is used in the campaign, where Invisible Children 
is reaching people with similar political orientation, which is done through 
'organizational outreach in awareness spreading programs'. This can especially be seen in 
the Stop Kony 2012 video, where the emphasis lies on making Kony famous.  
When proceeding to look at Stop Kony 2012 as a new social movement, one must look at 
the aspects that define a New Social Movement. Looking at Invisible Children as an 
organization, one can see them as a 'diverse array of collective actors’, which raises 'new 
issues'. Viewing Invisible Children as an NGO especially working on capturing one 
person and only focusing on one cause. This is not an indication of a 'usual' NGO, but can 
be seen as these new issues mentioned above. Furthermore Invisible Children is reaching 
people through online Social Medias and Social Networking Site at an extraordinary 
magnitude, which can be interpreted as an NGO working in “(...) new terrain, employ 
new modes of action (...)”(Cohen 1985, in Carty, 2006, p.15) 
Besides the fact that the Internet is widely available in countries such as the US, these 
Social Networking Sites provide accessible tools for mass engagement and linkages 
between people, in a size which was unheard of before it was invented. These linkages, as 
mentioned before in the Political Activism Online Chapter, is leading to political activism 
both online and offline. This tendency to unite people and link strangers in a common 
cause is increasing even though some groups have different goals and are missing proper 
leadership; they possess the skill of quickly adapting to a new political structure, which is 
caused by their heavy linkages through the communication network, for example Social 
Networking Sites. This gives an image of Invisible Children as an 'up to date' 
organization that is politically flexible to changes in different agendas, which could come 
to their advantage if Joseph Kony is captured because then the restructuring of goals 
would be necessary in order for the organization still to exist. This necessity, in order to 
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exist, is based upon the Stop Kony 2012 campaign, with its most important goal, maybe 
the only, to capture Kony. The question that is raised now is concerning what their goals 
would be in the aftermath of his capturing, whether they would invent new goals or just 
end their campaign. 
 
Politics in the Online Social Life 
When looking into how the tendencies have changed in the political sphere, certain 
aspects indicate a change from the already established political sphere towards a greater 
political impact on the civil sphere. As stated before in social movements, there has been 
an emergence of a 'global nature', which involves people from different societal classes 
with different backgrounds, and in this way shapes a diverse group of activists fighting 
for the same cause. This can be seen in the campaign of Stop Kony 2012 where people 
from different cultures are gathered in one global cause that operates through the civil 
sphere in Social Networking Sites. This has created a decentralization where the political 
activism is moving out of its common forum.  
In addition to this, it can also be questioned whether  Invisible Children is fighting for a 
personal cause, which can be seen as a tendency in the New Social Movements. This is 
based upon their one-sided view and lack of showing the consequences in the case of 
Kony. 
The view of Appadurai's 'Web activism' became possible because of a development in the 
'Global Mediascape'. In this Global Mediascape the different aspects blend together, “(...) 
images, narratives and ‘ethnoscapes’ (...)”(Darnell, 2006, p.4) Here the news and 
politics intermix deeply, which provides a blurred picture of reality. Furthermore it is 
emphasized that in this Global Mediascape are spheres created where individuals and 
groups construct 'imagined worlds', which lay the platform for power and politics. These 
points are worth taking into consideration when having a look at Invisible Children's 
spreading of information, where the content must be assumed to have a political interest 
which can create a blurred picture. Additionally the thought of created ‘imagined worlds' 
is an interesting aspect, because if Invisible Children is partly creating an imagined world 
in the case of Kony, one can question which objects are imagined and which are real. 
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In order to analyze further into the aspect about how people are interacting in their social 
life, one must look towards the Social Networking Sites. The focus group of the Invisible 
Children are people on these sites, which is an assumption based upon the video Stop 
Kony 2012. The picture of a page from Facebook is shown throughout the film being 
illustrated in order to share the video and in general the case of Kony. This is how 
Invisible Children intends for the viewer to share the film. The way Invisible Children 
uses this could be seen in order to infiltrate people’s social life on the Social Networking 
Sites, because as we analyzed before, this is an important part of the political sphere. 
As stated in the Political Online Activism; ”Websites designed specifically for young 
people, including civic engagement sites that encourage self-expression and 
volunteerism, are among the most popular with this audience.”(Center for Media 
Education in Owen, 2006, p. 31) Invisible Children might have taken advantage of this 
when they published the campaign, because on these sites the social life of the young 
generation is happening.  
It is here that Invisible Children has certain possibilities, because Julie, a girl interviewed, 
emphasizes the importance for the young generation to 'change the world' and not only be 
politically active on Facebook, but also to get involved in the political offline activities. 
(Julie, Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 1:45) This calling for activism in one’s social online 
life is a tendency which we can see in many of the interviews where almost half of the 
people who were interviewed underlined the importance of standing together as one 
unified global cause. This is reasoned by Lauren, another girl interviewed, that “ (...) it 
makes us the teenagers that don’t get involved. Normally in that kind of stuff (...) we do, 
because it is something we notice, because it is all over our kind of world in Facebook 
and Twitter, MySpace and YouTube (...) that’s what we care about (...)”(Lauren, 
Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 2:25) This points towards a greater need for political causes 
in one’s social life. 
Furthermore the need for political activism in one’s social life can also be explained by 
the 'doubling place', as described in the theory chapter Self-Presentation in the Social 
Medias. This involves events happening in two places, as in the case of the Stop Kony 
2012 campaign, where massive attention has been given in the online political sphere, 
which have led people to take activism to the streets. In this way the event has been 
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carried out in the real world on the streets, and furthermore being heard and observed by 
social networks online. This way of being seen in one’s social life as an 'activist' could be 
a reason why one committed to the Stop Kony 2012 campaign.  
As Christian, one of the people interviewed, stated that he wanted to experience the social 
movement life. (Christian, Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 6:05) Furthermore nine out of 
fifteen people who were interviewed had never been active before in a social movement, 
which could also indicate an increase in the impact of political participation in one’s 
social life. The Stop Kony 2012 campaign has in this way provided a comfortable start 
for political engagement where people can promote their identity. 
 
 
6. Discussion 
 
 6.1 Introduction 
The different aspects and dimensions researched in the analysis, will in this section be 
discussed, where the Invisible Children as a provider of knowledge will be questioned in 
their way of constructing an image of the conflict in Uganda. This discussion point will 
include if the Invisible Children are providing a complete picture of the conflict. 
Furthermore, Invisible Children will be considered as an NGO operating in Uganda and if 
they bring in structures based on a western way of thinking, herein their goal for a US 
military intervention and if they paint Joseph Kony as a 'Face of Evil'. In this objective, 
Invisible Children will also be questioned about their role as a western NGO in the view 
of carrying on colonial structures. Additionally, we will enter in the discussion about 
Invisible Children's usage of tools in capturing an audience, seen in a context of a moral 
obligation as an NGO. Moreover, a cultural aspect will be seen from the view of 
Appadurai, involving the western perception towards the aspects of religion and 
spirituality in the Ugandan culture and the possible creation of 'imagined worlds'. In the 
last section of the discussion we will enter the questions, if the online social movements 
can be seen as a reliable source and the responsibilities this can demand of the individual 
user. Further how the New Social Movement's  current methods are being used online 
 66
and if they follow the traditional structures provided from earlier movements and what 
they emphasizes towards in the aspect of collective action vs. political content. These 
movements will be seen in correlation to the emerging online social life and its more 
political activism which can be seen in the Social Networking Sites. In this objective the 
transparency of the individuals identity will also be discussed.                     
 
 6.2 Discussion Part 1 – Missing Aspects 
Missing Aspects in the Film about the Conflict 
As already brought up in several points in the Analysis, the film ‘Stop Kony 2012’ shows 
a tendency of not providing a complete picture about the conflict in Uganda from a 
developmental outlook. First, one of the most visible tendencies the film has 
demonstrated is the loose picture about the power division between the North and the 
South in Uganda. This issue can be followed up from pre-colonial, colonial and post-
colonial events throughout the time the conflict took place. Because of this, it can be 
argued, that the film presents a simplification of the issue, without clarifying some of the 
important background information necessary to understand the power relations between 
the North and the South in the country.  
Furthermore, the involvement of Ugandan voices, responses, ideas or wishes in the film 
are given less priority than that of the western ideas the film creates. In the film, two 
Ugandan politicians, the local leader of the Invisible Children NGO in Northern Uganda 
and Jacob, an Ugandan teenager, are used as the Ugandan response in backing up the 
Stop Kony 2012 campaign. This may indicate a self-defined perspective of the conflict in 
Uganda without using more local voices towards the conflict's complexity, as well as 
towards the film-makers point of view, in order to keep a simple outline of the film. In 
accordance to this it may be argued that more Ugandan voices and participants in the film 
could have been implemented in order to portray a rather balanced image.  
Another important aspect left out in the film is the cultural perception of the religious, 
spiritual and traditional context in the war affected Acholiland in Northern Uganda. The 
LRA can be interpreted as a fanatic group fighting to maintain power and resistance 
throughout the film. There is no on-going dialogue explaining some of the religious and 
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spiritual bonds such a movement traces from. This is crucial when discussing the rebel 
movement of the LRA at their early beginning, which can be questioned as to whether or 
not the film misses this religious aspect.  
In addition to that, the film briefly illustrates a scene of an African boy falling into the 
arms of his parents, which do not consider the complex situation, of the re-integration of 
child soldiers based in a traditional society. This psychological aftermath of the possible 
capture of Joseph Kony may not be a main concern in the film and do not take into 
considerations about what to do after capturing Kony. It seems like Invisible Children 
does not want to introduce such considerations in the film, or they may see it as a 
responsibility of communities and the state.  
 
Governmental aspects 
Moreover, it is possible to see the missing information about the Ugandan government 
and President Museveni in the film, especially the military actions under Museveni’s rule 
that the UNLA has carried out in the North to fight rebel movements, that caused the 
death of many civilians. As well, the issue about the displacement of Northerners and the 
establishment of refugee camps leads to a further discussion within this point. In the film 
Stop Kony 2012 the complex issue surrounding the refugee camps implemented to house 
war affected civilians in the North, has not been raised to inform the viewer. Using this 
approach, it can be understood that the Invisible Children does not want to touch on more 
complex political actions carried out in Northern Uganda during the severe rebel attacks. 
It can be discussed if this issue may not have been brought up in the film to prevent 
confusion that those camps created a humanitarian disaster. This has detached the Acholi 
people from their culture and possibly used in order to protect government soldiers from 
the LRA. These potential accusations might have indicated Museveni and the Ugandan 
government as careless actors and could point to problems for Invisible Children if they 
were to include such information, which would portray a controversial picture of the 
Ugandan government. This could be seen as counterproductive towards raising attention 
for their campaign. Therefore it might be acceptable to provide less information to create 
a rather simple picture of the conflict.  
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In addition to this, the film does not mention the exclusion of political Acholi leaders in 
the government, which led to the rebellious activities in the North. The missing 
information about the UNLA’s controversial activities, might lead the viewer to obtain a 
rather positive image of the Ugandan government. This can be discussed if these facts 
would have changed people’s view on the conflict and led to a further understanding of 
Kony’s reasons to form a rebel movement.   
 
 6.3 Discussion Part 2 – Moral Responsibility 
Western Ideology 
In the aspect of getting Joseph Kony stopped, the video legislates military intervention, 
specifically US military. This can be seen as a 'western' justification though Invisible 
Children might see them self as a 'peaceful' movement, it can be questioned if military 
intervention can ever be seen as peaceful. Furthermore, it can be debated how the 
'peaceful' military intervention fits together with one of the videos slogan: 'Rescue Joseph 
Kony's Child Soldiers'. It can be imagined that the child soldiers would protect their 
leader when the US military finally finds Kony's army. Obviously, Invisible Children 
does not stand for an extermination of the already existing child soldiers, but the solution 
about the confrontation with armed children is missing in the video. These missing 
considerations could lead to reflect upon other solutions/interventions towards the 
conflict in Uganda. 
In the case of Kony, the western ideas can be seen as being preferential, because of the 
missing information in the video, which does not show the already taken initiatives. This 
missing information involves the Ugandan government which has received economical 
finances from the foreign community in order to rearm the military for the conflict 
against Kony. Furthermore, the UN peacekeeping troops have been in Uganda since 2005 
on conflict resolution missions. These two factors have not been giving any consideration 
or value in the video, where the emphasis lies on the solution of the US military 
intervention, they also refer to the US as the 'greater' power. 
One may be thinking where this legitimizing of western intervention comes from. An 
aspect can be the way the western media portrays foreign political leaders as the 'Faces of 
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Evil' and whether or not this is a construct of the West in order to legitimize an 
intervention. These faces of evil can be seen emerging significantly ever since the 9/11 
attack which started a war on terror, where the peoples insurgency towards inequality 
seen in 'western eyes' evolved. In addition to this, the thinking of the alternative media 
can be taken into account, in the sense that alternative media emphasize that all 
mainstream media is influenced and even created by people who have power and money. 
Here it can then be questioned if these people who are illustrated as the faces of evil are 
portrayed because of their inhuman methods or if there exist underlying interests from 
other power structures. The case of Saddam Hussein could be an example, where a lot of 
criticism was directed towards the US because of their so called hidden agenda to obtain 
oil. This opens up the question if any hidden agenda hides behind the capturing of Kony. 
 
When researching the interviews, several people emphasized the larger impact which the 
Stop Kony 2012 campaign can have on Uganda as a society. The capability for starting a 
greater democratic process in Uganda is expected from some of the people interviewed, 
which goes strongly together with Invisible Children method of encouraging collective 
action. From a critical point of view Invisible Children can be seen as carrying on 
colonial structures in a western way of 'teaching' the Ugandan people of how to construct 
democracy, which had been seen in other cases, such as the US intervention in Iraq, 
possibly  in order to implement democracy. Furthermore, the missing trust towards the 
Uganda Military and the uncivilized or barbaric view upon the supporters of Kony can 
also be seen as old colonial structures. This can be questioned as to whether or not an 
intervention from the West, which the western NGO Invisible Children are fighting for, is 
the best solution or if it just empowers the colonial structures.   
 
Moral perspective 
Tendencies indicates that political online activism for adolescence is shaped nowadays 
through online Social Media, which is an opportunity to create a political identity and can 
later on lead to off line activism. This political life is created through the beginning of a 
person’s youth. Invisible Children can be questioned as to if they targeted this specific 
age group. The motives of Invisible Children to have an impact on young people can 
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therefore be morally discussed regarding how they, in some situations can be influenced, 
shaped or in the worst cases, even be manipulated. Would that be acceptable for an NGO 
to take 'advantage' of? The way Invisible Children illustrates the film is an easy 
understandable view in order to target younger people. As they claimed in the film, “All 
of this was funded by an army of young people.”(Stop Kony 2012, 2012, 16:23) Thus, 
this implies that the target group is the youth. The view can be seen as the motivational 
aspect in the film, calling upon individuals to take action but not necessarily looking 
deeper into the subject.  
Furthermore the video gives an impression of playing with the viewer’s emotions, 
awakens consciousness towards participation, and encourages self-responsibility. Using 
the Ugandan teenager Jacob in the film plays with the viewer’s emotions, according to an 
interviewed girl named Shekila, the part in the film where Jacob is crying and states that 
he does not want to live any more because of all he has been through, strikes her. 
(Shekila, Copenhagen, 20 April 2012, 3:56) The cause of this could be some people are 
able to identify themselves with certain aspects of the film, for instance Shekila compares 
herself with Jacob, because of their same age. This could be a tool of using people in the 
film of the same age as the target group in order to emotionally identify themselves with 
the film. Seen from a critical view; it might be morally controversial to use tools which 
have an influence on a 15 year old girl's emotions, as the young generation is easier to be 
influenced. Furthermore, the producer of the film uses his son in the experiment to find 
out who is ‘good and bad’ which gives the impression that even a child should be able to 
understand the situation. Jacob, one of the interviewed persons, also emphasizes that 
using Gavin, the producer’s son in the video, in order for the audience to understand the 
conflict; makes him feel stupid. (Jacob, Copenhagen 20 April 2012, 3:45) This raises the 
moral question about using tools as child logic in order to make the audience feel 
unintelligent if they do not understand the 'black and white' picture of Kony as the 'bad 
guy'. Further, this can lead to a pressure of submitting to the case in order not to loose 
face and be seen as 'stupid'.  
Additionally the content of the film might be seen as one-sided, creating a moral 
discussion about Invisible Children’s role as producers of knowledge. As they pledge 
social awareness spreading as one of their main goals, their usage of social media is 
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questionable, and the picture which moral and ethical codes Invisible Children are 
following becomes blurred.  
 
Another aspect involving the theory of New Social Movements, are the tendencies from 
the NGO's to take advantage of  vulnerable systems, which Uganda with its conflicts can 
be described as. There can be less obstacles for an NGO's work to be carried out in a 
developing country in comparison to the more regulative West, herein meaning rules etc. 
This can be questioned if it is acceptable taking advantage of a vulnerable system, though 
it is for a good cause.  
This can also be seen in the objective of the poster from the Stop Kony campaign which 
compares Hitler, Bin Laden and Kony. This poster captures people's attention and 
appeals to their subconsciousness, but it is morally acceptable for an NGO to take 
persons with a strong image out of historical context in order to reach their goal. The 
misleading information, images and narratives used in the campaign can be discussed if 
people should be provided with a complete picture of the conflict in order to be able to 
decide for themselves.  Additionally the question can be raised if Invisible Children are 
following a collective or personal cause when showing a one-sided view of the conflict, 
and if it is all right to only take their own subjective interests into account.  
 
Missing Cultural Aspect 
When entering the discussion about including cultural aspect when doing NGO work, one 
must look to the West with a questionable view on whether or not the western world is 
able to understand the complications in the more traditional, religious African culture. It 
can be doubted if the West and Invisible Children especially, understand this culture 
which the LRA  derives from, and if the Invisible Children can relate themselves to the 
LRA's cultural and  religious norms. This is because of the Western's more liberated-, and 
in some ways open-minded way of thinking which may not be able to understand the 
spiritual perception. It can then be considered that if an NGO should enter a society, 
should they then be able to completely understand those norms and values. 
When going further into the cultural dimensions, Appadurai refers to the 'de-
territorialized world' and the global community as a new trend which defines one global 
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culture. This raises questions if the Stop Kony 2012 shows these new tendencies in trying 
to establish a global culture with common norms. If people are moving towards a global 
common culture challenges can occur, such if the global community would become 
monotone without any space for alternative cultures? Furthermore, it can be considered if 
the Stop Kony 2012 campaign is forcing western values upon Ugandan people, and if this 
will be the trend in the future when the global culture will be created, is it then in 
accordance to a western agenda? 
In the debate of the western agenda, Invisible Children may be questioned within the 
term of 'imagined world' as a provider of western ideas towards solutions, if the Invisible 
Children is creating an imagined world in order to emerge a western solution. Here it can 
be examined how many of the illustrations in the video are 'true facts' and how many are 
'subjective facts'.    
 
Reliable source 
At last, it can be considered if  Social Medias are a reliable source to gain information. 
On one hand it reaches a global audience with unlimited information upon all thinkable 
subjects, and on the other hand this unlimited information is exactly the problem of the 
case. Missing restrictions about journalistic skills, journalistic content etc., creates a maze 
of information in which the user meets manipulative challenges. The question here raised 
is if Invisible Children can be seen as amateur journalism which does not use real 
journalists, and if it is acceptable to not follow the journalistic 'rules' when producing 
knowledge to millions of people?  
When following this discussion, one can see tendencies towards producing information 
without having 'professional' skills in journalism. Furthermore can it be reflected upon if 
people in this new maze of information take responsibility and research into the case they 
are being political active in, before submitting to it, or if there is a new tendency towards 
not tracking information provided from social movements. In the case of the Stop Kony 
2012 campaign, tendencies may lead to a non-considered commitment to the campaign 
and emphasized more on emotionally motivation.  
Considering the Invisible Children's distribution of the video, it is possible to wonder if 
people start to perceive the video as trustworthy after millions of people have seen it, 
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because if millions have seen the video, there must be some sort of veracity in it. On the 
other hand critiques could argue that amateur journalism, which Invisible Children can be 
seen as, can never be seen as trustworthy information because of the lacking restrictions 
and their political interest when producing knowledge. 
 
6.4 Discussion Part 3 – Emergence in Political Participation 
  
New Social Movements 
The social movement Invisible Children has carried out with the Stop Kony 2012 
campaign can be seen as missing traditional structure of culture in the agenda of the 
organization's campaign. The campaign's widespread international supported outreach 
indicates that it has contributed to a new agenda and a global activism culture. People 
attracted to global concerns of social activism might define this new idea as a label to 
adjust in one’s individual culture. The aspect of reaching a global audience might appear 
to create complex situations in traditional structures of culture.  
 
Furthermore it is debatable whether or not to look upon the consequences of defining a 
common global understanding of social activism for a cause like the conflict in Uganda, 
which involves a wide range of complex aspects on a cultural, social and political sphere. 
The global sphere  in which the social movement takes place can be defined as 
decentralized, according to Appadurai, and might lead to new flows and interlinks 
between cultural and political ideals in a constant moving global society.  As many times 
emphasized in the film Stop Kony 2012, and seen in the interviews carried out at the 
'Cover the Night', the activism taking place now in this campaign meets a new culture of 
‘standing together’. It can be seen as a needed and important thing to do, to bring people 
together around the world and  to stand up for a common cause, but does it matter what 
the agenda is about, and who creates the agenda and in which methods it is defined? 
These aspects used for the social movement to find its focus, might appear cohesive and 
can be questioned how much emphasis the political content should have in comparison to 
the collective action seen in Stop Kony 2012 campaign. It can be argued that Invisible 
Children focus more on a collective action than on the political dialogue. If this campaign 
 74
will set new trends for social movements, how will the future perspectives of social 
movements be measured by its effectiveness in reaching people or bringing through a 
political agenda.  
The slogan of Invisible Children ‘Make Kony famous’ can be interpreted as a 
provocative or revolutionary idea, depending on the cultural and political perspective of 
the viewer, and can be labeled furthermore as a new method to ‘fight the evil’ in social 
movements. What might the effects of such a widespread method in today’s information 
society be? People might find themselves participating in global, political themes, 
dragging unspoken issues into the spotlight of social awareness, which can be seen as a 
positive effect. Whereas in a multi-cultural society, where the globalized world breeds 
such ideas made public might create so called ‘imagined worlds’, which can be seen as 
misleading and thereby shaping identities on a subjective basis of information.  
Moreover, for a further discussion about intentions for political participation, the 
'doubling place' may be considered, where people are creating the political event in one 
place, but it is seen and heard in the online sphere. Here it can be questioned on which 
reasons people are performing political activism. Tendencies shows that people’s 
activities in online Social Media make them agree easier with a certain idea or campaign 
spread in the virtual world, than actually showing up in the streets where the actions of 
such ideas and campaigns might be performed. This can indicate an easier access for 
people to be active online, but as well tends to be contradictory with the actual physical 
outcome. Additionally, online activism can be seen in accordance as a simplified excuse 
to become social and political active in a passive way.    
At last, it may be discussed that if the social movement of Invisible Children’s Stop Kony 
2012 campaign can be seen as equally inclusive and distributive for social actors all over 
the world, as internet is yet not accessible for everyone on a global sphere. The viral 
community might not include necessarily the Ugandan and more specific, the affected 
civilian’s point of view, as many of those live in the remote countryside. In that sense, the 
mobilization of Stop Kony 2012, may be defined as a social movement seen from an 
'outside perspective', because the ones closely involved and affected in the conflict are 
not able to communicate their desires on the global, viral sphere, and thereby not 
reaching Invisible Children. In relation to this, Invisible Children’s goal to capture Kony 
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may leave an important question aside, if the campaign will be over when the goal is 
accomplished, or would the movement set up new aims and strategies to achieve more 
within the broad field of issues around the conflict in Uganda? In one way, it would be 
agreeable to carry out the campaign with success when fulfilling its goal, to capture 
Kony, whereas in the other hand the movement would have to face new perspectives and 
ideas about how to carry on working in the war-affected areas in Central/East Africa. 
This assumption still leaves an open space between an idea and reality, and could be 
taken into consideration to achieve a much greater effect of social mobilization for a 
global, developmental issue.   
 
Social Life 
Looking upon the social life being established on the Social Networking Sites, it is 
important to consider these new tendencies. The Social Networking Sites are a greater 
part of one’s social life and it raises questions towards which impact it has when 
approaching the influence of political issues online. It may appear that the political sphere 
have been showing tendencies towards the intrusion of the private forum online. The Stop 
Kony 2012 campaign is also showing an intrusion of peoples private forum like 
Facebook etc., where the users are being confronted with political decision taking. This 
way of confronting people, though it may be indirectly, can make a pressure on people to 
join the campaign, and thereby the new social life online can be seen as a social pressure 
towards taking a political stand. A discussion can be raised, where the limits of social 
movements go, when talking about intruding people’s private forum.   
Going deeper into the discussion of the new challenges faced when living a social life 
online, blurred boundaries are created. Such blurred boundaries blend the theme of 
politics and news together, which demands more of the individual user in order to obtain 
purified data. In this aspect it can be debated where the responsibility of blurred 
boundaries lies. Is it the individual user of the political content online which should be 
aware of 'false' and manipulative information or is it the social movements which have a 
responsibility towards the society, and in Invisible Children objective, towards the young 
generation. Should the social movement be in charge of showing only complete imagines 
of political issues?  
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When looking further into the individual use of Social Networking Sites, it is emphasized 
that the people only are provided with a false sense of 'changing the world', that online 
activism is not really changing anything in the real world but only giving false hopes. It 
may be questioned if the individual is aware of this and still just complies in order to be a 
part of a group or in order to show one as an 'activist'  and thereby obtaining positive 
feedback. At 'Cover the Night' 1/3 of the interviewed people did perceive themselves as 
activists, but also reflected upon passive or active participating in the sense that they 
criticized some of their friends for only committing to the cause over Facebook and not 
taking it to the streets. This shows a tendency of the people in 'Cover the Night' as active 
participants and the rest as passive. Thus, the question is if people commit to the Stop 
Kony 2012 campaign because of political ideology or because of positive feedback when 
entering a group online. This can be seen in the dimension of the ‘front stage’ vs. ‘back 
stage’, where people have a more positive and participating attitude in their front stage 
profile on Facebook, whereas the backstage is reserved for their ‘real self’ and contains 
options kept for their private offline sphere. This complicates the transparency in 
campaigns like Stop Kony 2012, because the motives for the participants are unclear. 
This sets demands for the future movements online, in order to be clear and transparent.   
     
7.Conclusion 
 
In order to reflect upon our research question, we will look into the aspects of the sub-
questions. To start with, we came to the conclusion that Invisible Children does not create 
a complete picture of the conflict as a ‘responsible’ NGO should, when taken a role as a 
producer of knowledge. This leads us to conclude that Invisible Children has mainly 
created a simple outline in the film Stop Kony 2012 in order to capture the audience and 
mobilize a movement. In addition, a complicated picture of the conflict would create 
obstacles in order to encourage people to commit to the campaign, which can also be 
related to their focus of a target group, a young audience. The information provided in the 
film has to be easily understood when targeting a young aged audience. We believe that 
Invisible Children chose to target a young audience not only because they are easily 
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influenced but also quickly mobilized to carry out a social movement, because of their 
media skills.  
The simplification of the conflict in the film leaves out the reasons on which the LRA 
constructed their identity. They were formed as a rebel group because the Ugandan 
government excluded the North of the country’s development. Furthermore does the 
video show a one sided view towards the killings happened in the North without 
portraying the aspect of the government’s role. These aspects have created a structure 
which is important to take into account when looking into the reasons of the 
establishment of the LRA. We can conclude that it is necessary to look at both parties 
involved in a complex conflict as such, when researching about a conflict in the 
developing world. Moreover the missing historical aspects can not only be seen in the 
conflict of Uganda but also in the publication of Kony together on an illustration with 
historical political leaders like Hitler and Bin Laden. This shows that Invisible Children 
have not really considered the historical context when portraying different persons.   
We can conclude that Invisible Children is mainly based upon western ideology and 
portrays a new face of evil, which will carry on colonial structures. Furthermore is the 
Stop Kony 2012 campaign seen as a peaceful movement fighting for military intervention 
which is both controversial and contradictory in these aspects, whereas we are of the 
opinion that foreign military intervention will not help Uganda concerning independent 
conflict resolution. The Invisible Children’s agenda of NGO work can in this sense be 
seen as a controversial issue, from the perspective of International Development Studies, 
because an NGO should try to adjust to the local structures where they operate within.  
We consider Invisible Children to take advantage of a vulnerable system such as Uganda. 
This can be reasoned because Invisible Children creates such a viral communication 
around the movement where they do not necessarily exclude Ugandans from the 
movement, but because the campaign takes place on an online sphere not all Ugandans 
can gain access to it.  In this way Invisible Children creates a social movement without 
including all of the actual victims of the conflict.  
In order to broaden the assumption of the western view from Invisible Children towards 
this conflict, we conclude that the organization, as a western NGO has left out an 
important religious and spiritual perception of the LRA. This could be because they 
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might not be able to understand the religious and spiritual background of the LRA, 
because Invisible Children derive from a western culture. A western perception can 
contain problems with understanding a more spiritual and religious way of living in 
another society. An NGO should try to adjust and understand the religion, spirituality and 
culture they are working within, though it may be complex.  
Moreover, the reintegration of child soldiers back into the Acholi society includes more 
cultural challenges than portrayed by Invisible Children in the film. We question the 
western idea of implementing solutions because of its lack of cultural understanding and 
its non-considered aftermaths of the conflict. This can be reflected within Appadurai’s 
theory of imagined worlds, where missing aspects like the reintegration of child soldiers 
and the strategy when facing armed child soldiers can be seen as an imagined world. We 
believe that this simplification of capturing Kony does not solve the issue of the conflict 
in Uganda. 
Concerning New Social Movement’s operating online, more challenges are constructed 
because of non-regulative political information in online Social Media. In these 
alternative medias the emphasis on having technical skills instead of journalistic skills 
has emerged. This can be seen in the case of Invisible Children where the emphasis in the 
film lies on the media tools rather than on the political agenda, in order to obtain an 
emotional sympathy from the audience. Furthermore it can be concluded that the film 
focuses on collective action instead of political content, which is controversial.   
This shows new tendencies in the development of New Social Movements where 
traditional structures of the organizations tend to disappear because of the global sphere, 
which the movements are operating within. The lack of traditional structures can be seen 
in the missing political agenda and de-attachment from the cultural sphere. Furthermore 
we can see these new social movements creating new methods in the sense of focusing on 
a specific person, which brings along new threats. In development studies, the outlook of 
the NGO should be careful about not turning the movement from focusing on helping aid 
work towards tracking down the ‘evil’ with military intervention. We believe that NGO 
work should be focused on humanitarian aid rather than military intervention, which in 
the case of Kony, can be viewed as unusual and controversial. 
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The fact that the online sphere is a greater part of people’s social life cannot be ignored 
and involves many opportunities in the aspect of political activism. These tendencies can 
be seen as an intrusion of politics into the individual’s private forum creating a demand 
upon the social media user to take a political stand. Positively, it creates a comfortable 
way to get introduced into a political arena, whereas negatively it decreases the private 
sphere which may appear as a controversial intrusion. In addition to this, we see an 
increase of demands towards the online media user in relation to self-responsibility to the 
information available online. A commitment to political campaigns online can be seen as 
passive activism, because committing to a campaign does not directly lead to activism in 
reality. It is uncertain if people realize this and in that way they obtain a wrong 
understanding of changing the world. Further challenges appear to these online New 
Social Movements because the blurred images of people’s identity is missing 
transparency and lies in people‘s subjective choices when performing their identities in 
an online sphere. In that sense, exists a future challenge for the social movements in order 
to obtain a clear image about people’s political ideological convincing.   
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1. Maps of LRA’s Activities 
Map of LRA’s activities in Uganda from 1994 - 2002 
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Map of the LRA’s activities in Uganda from 2000 – 2002 
 
LRA’s activities outside of Uganda 
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2. Invisible Children’s Breakdown of Expenses 
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3. Invisible Children’s Illustration of the ‘Face of Evil’ 
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4. Themes and Questions of the Interview 
Semi structured qualitative interview 
In order to collect empirical data we have chosen to interview people who are supporters 
of the campaign Stop Kony 2012. These interviews were performed on the Cover the 
Night, were a lot of people will be out on the streets to advertise and support the cause. 
The approach we will use for the interviews is Steiner Kvale's theory on semi structured 
qualitative interviews. 
We see our data collected through interviews as primary data, because we have collected 
and analysed it ourselves. This data will be a good source of input for our analysis 
and it will help us to answer our research questions.  (Mikkelsen, 2005, p. 159) 
4. Semi structured interview means that only some subjects and questions are planned 
before the interview starts, this makes it possible for the interview to lead into 
different subjects, which were unexpected. (Mikkelsen, 2005, p. 169),  (Kvale and 
Brinkmann, 2009, p. 122) 
Theme:  
Look into what you want to research and why you want to research it? What kind of 
information do you want to get out of it? Help us to get closer into the problematic. To 
get deeper into Invisible Children and the people who are active in the organization. 
5. Personal data 
6. Campaign – Kony 2012 
7. The movie - Impressions and feelings about the movie.. 
8. Background information – support of military intervention - Background knowledge on 
the 
conflict in Uganda (Joseph Kony, LRA, Government) 
9. Personal Expectations 
10. Self-Perception 
 
Design:  
How do you gain the wanted information? (Kvale and Brinkmann, 2009, p. 122)  
• You want to put the 'heavy questions' in the end of the interview, so the interviewer 
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dose 
not get scared at the beginning of the interview. Start off with light questions, so 
the interviewer will feel comfortable. (Mikkelsen, 2005, p. 174)  
• We will be interviewing on the street, so we will not be able to predict how many 
interviews and what kind of data we will collect. This can be problematic when 
trying to access data, which is a very important aspect. (Mikkelsen, 2005, p. 160)  
• If English is not our subject’s first language, there may be a language barrier which can 
have an impact on the meaning of the interviews. 
• Start with getting confidentiality between the interviewers and interviewed. 
 
Interviews:  
How are we going to perform them? How many people? Are we presenting all of the 
subjects we want to talk about? Etc. 
 
Theme: 
? Personal data 
? Campaign – Kony 2012 
? The movie - Impressions and feelings about the movie... 
? Background information – support of military intervention - Background knowledge on 
the conflicts in Uganda (Joseph Kony, LRA, Government) 
? Personal Expectations 
? Self-Perception 
 
Interviews Questions: 
 
Personal data-  
5. What is your name? 
6. How old are you? 
7. What is your profession? 
8. Where were your born? 
9. Where do you live? 
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Campaign - 
7. How did you get to know about Kony 2012? Internet? A friend? Television? School? 
8. How did you get involved into this movement?  
9. Why are you out here doing this tonight? 
10. What do you think this campaign can accomplish? What will be the outcome? 
11. Do you see 'Stop Kony 2012' as a peaceful movement? - (If they don’t say 
anything about the military invention, then ask them “How will Kony actually be 
stopped?)  
 
The movie: 
- What were your reactions to the movie? Did anything especially strike you? 
- Has your perception changed from when you first saw the movie until now? 
- (If they say something in the movie that is not true, then you can ask) 
- So what is your motivation for being here? 
 
Background Information: 
 What do you know about Invisible children?  
 What do you know about Kony and the LRA? What are their goals? 
 What do you know about the conflict in Uganda? 
 
 Personal Expectations: 
 If they capture Kony, what will happen after that? 
 (Depends on the outcome of what they think will happen after he is captured) 
 What about other issues and problems in Africa? Cause and effects of this one.. 
 
Self-Perception: (Do not say that we are talking about how they perceive them self)  
 Do you see yourself as an activist or anything similar? 
 Have you participated in other social movements? 
 What reactions have you received for being in this campaign from your social   
environment? Family and friends? 
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 Where have you received these reactions? Internet, private spheres or public spheres. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. List of Interviewees 
 
- Jacob, 15 years old, student, Danish 
- Shekila, 15 years old, student, Danish 
- Mareno, 18 years old, Danish 
- Casper L., 19 years old, carpenter, born in Roskilde, lives in Valsø (Denmark) 
- Amanda, 15 years old, student, born and lives in Copenhagen 
- Sophie, 15 years old, student, born and lives in Copenhagen 
- Caroline, 15 years old, student, born in Germany, lives in Tårbæk (Denmark) 
- Amanda P., 16 years old, student, born in Washington DC. (USA), lives in Næstved 
(Denmark) 
- Ian, 29 years old, Engineer, born in Oregon (USA), lives in Copenhagen 
- Casper, 20 years old, student, born in Kirke Såby (Denmark), lives in århus 
- Aske, 15 years old, student, born in Copenhagen, lives in Copenhagen 
- Lauren, 15 years old, student, born in Copenhagen, lives in Klampenborg (Denmark) 
- Christian T., 19 years old, student, born in Greenland, lives in Næstved  
- Julie, 16 years old, student, born in Denmark, lives in Næstved 
- Orla, 27 years old, Human Biology Student, born in Poland, lives in Copenhagen 
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6. Transcript of the Interviews 
 
Interview #1: 
K: Katie Larsson (Interviewer) 
J: Jacob (Interviewee)  
Time: 20:53 
Place: Copenhagen, City Centre 
Date: 20.04.2012 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----- 
K Can you state your name again, I’m sorry? 
J I’m Jacob 
K Jacob, and how old are you? 
J I’m 15 
K 15, aright so I guess that means you’re still in school? 
J yeah 
K alright, I’m not really sure how that works here, is it grades or… 
J yeah yeah 9th grade  
K and you go up to… 12th or? 
J 10th 
K oh okay okay okay so you’re starting university soon? 
J yeah 
K oh okay, okay perfect! Well… are you Danish, where you born here? 
J yeah 
K okay. So what exactly… what do you know about the campaign? 
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J … I have seen all the videos and some not from them and then I have read a lot of 
material about… that’s about all 
K okay… so you’ve seen the video, have you gotten more of your friends involved or is it 
just… 
J … yeah I was one of the last so I couldn’t say 
K so what about last night, were you out last night at all? 
J … no I was not out last night at all… I was at home 
K what’s your purpose of being out here tonight and hanging the signs 
J … as you said it was to make him famous but I’m not sure how much I trust it anymore 
because they have been all those…myths and I don’t know what to call it… with that’s 
it’s all a scam and a lie so I have been in doubt if I should go out or not, Iended up…. I 
think its pretty fun to be out with my friends and  
K it’s awesome to spread the message but there haven’t been a lot of people out tonight 
obviously 
 J no no 
K not really sure what happened  
J no  
K so what do you think this campaign can accomplish? 
J I think we can get some down there to help if they need it but or else I don’t think it will 
give so much because… I don’t think it will change the politician’s meaning about all 
this, I just think they will be mad because they need to remove a lot of posters and so on 
K okay, and what do you think will be the outcome of the whole campaign throughout 
the world? Do you think we’ll get Kony, do you think… 
J if he’s not dead already as some of the other videos said I think there will have a 
difference and will be stuck I think… but I don’t think it will be the Danish army or 
something like that would do it 
K okay well would you consider Kony 2012 to be a peaceful movement? 
J absolutely yeah…yeah…yeah 
K what about the fact that we are asking for military intervention to stop Kony? 
J yeah… if yeah…I think that’s what we need I don’t think we can…stop it with words or 
something like that… I think we need military to stop this 
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K okay 
J that’s what we need 
K no, fair enough, I agree and going back to the movie, what were your initial reactions 
after seeing it? 
J I... I thought about it and I think it was very good made but I also thought that he… 
have put some things in the video that was needful for some people but I think they 
were...to… he, he made us think we were pretty stupid because this little child can 
understand it so why can’t you.. so there was those signs that just showed us we were 
pretty stupid so I think that was… 
K what about now that you have kind of heard the negative feedback on the movie has 
that kind of changed the way you look at it or… 
J it has changed a bit I have sound some videos that have made me think… this wouldn’t 
work and so on but … I think that there is something about this…and I just want to help 
K that’s good though… so do you have like a certain motivation for being here? 
J I’m an artist so I think it’s fun to go out a pus some posters on it.. I also have some 
graffiti and so on so I can do some more then 
K oh wow, that will be really cool so… what do you know about Invisible Children as a 
group?  
J …not much… there’s the small information you get from the video when… what you 
see on their site but what else I don’t know so much about it 
K did you know what invisible children organizations was before the release or the 
video? 
J no not at all 
K oh okay, what… do you know anything about Kony or the LRA? 
J …yeah I have read about it and I have also seen a lot of videos and movies about it to 
learn more about it so I knew what I was going out to support or not support, be 
against…so and…yeah I don’t know exactly what I should feel about it because there’s 
all those rumours about it and then… 
K do you know anything about the history of either? 
J umm not really 
K okay, do you know anything about the conflict in Uganda at all? 
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J not much I have seen something in the news and on the internet but it’s very… 
K I understand, what about… do you know anything else going on in the rest of African 
any other conflicts going on there? 
J ... Not much I know a bit.. Nothing I can say about it I have read and so on about some 
other conflicts that’s it.. 
K Any ones in particular? 
J not really 
K well what do you think will be the next step after the capture of Kony? 
J… it shows on the video there is a list of bed guy so we could take it to the next.. 
K so you’d go after the next guy.. 
J yeah but I don’t think we will do that but I think it works this time but not sure it would 
work more times  
K well what about continuing with demobilizing the LRA and the child soldiers, do you 
think that will come from capturing Kony? Or do you think they could possible use him 
as a martyr for their cause? 
J … yeah I think… invisible children and so on would go further with the LRA because if 
we stop Kony that wouldn’t be the end they would just find another guy that could do the 
same so I think they would move on and take the next person in the LRA until its stopped 
K okay, is this the first social movement you’ve been involved with? 
J yeah because of my age.. 
K that’s great starting young, that’s awesome… what are some of the reactions you’ve 
received about joining the campaign you know from your friends, family, facebook? 
J … in the beginning everybody thought it was a good idea my family thought it was 
stupid because they wouldn’t think that it would change anything but… my friends … 
yeah… and friends thought that it was a good idea and they all want to support it but here 
in the end they have been a bit more against it… there’s a lot of.. smart guys and girls in 
my class that think that it’s stupid and it’s a scam so they have just… 
K so instead of getting the word out they just kind of sit back?  
J yeah 
K okay 
J absolutely 
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K well do you think that maybe the whole kony2012 movement would have been more 
successful if it had been sooner after the video, do you think that’s why it’s been how it is 
tonight?  
J I think that would have made a change I think he made it so late because he want to be 
sure that a lot of people have seen the video … but … because it was so fast it would 
have been better if it had been in 2 weeks or so on.. Yeah it’s something like that because 
there have been all those rumours and so 
K that’s exactly what I said, absolutely well do you think you’re going to continue doing 
social movements after this because how this has kind of gone down  
J I may think that… what happened because…I…I have a lot of interest in politics and so 
on so if I can do something like this again I would, absolutely  
K okay that’s great, thank you so much for your time, I appreciate it.   
 
Interview #2: 
K: Katie Larsson (Interviewer) 
S: Shekila (Interviewee)  
Time: 21:19 
Place: Copenhagen, City Centre 
Date: 20.04.2012 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----- 
K hey what’s your name?  
S Shekila 
K Shekila, my names Katie and how old are you? 
S 15 
K 15 okay, so… what year in school are you? 
S I am in 8th grade 
K you’re in 8th grade, alright, okay, so are you from Denmark? 
S yes 
K okay and how did you hear about the Kony 2012 campaign? 
S it was on the front page of YouTube… so I just… 
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K okay, so obviously on like were any of your friends talking about it before you knew 
what it was? 
S yeah, immediately went crazy on Facebook and twitter and everywhere.. 
K so how did you come to be involved in this movement? 
S well… actually after I saw the video I thought that I haven’t really been a part of 
anything so I thought this would be a good opportunity to be a part of.. 
K that’s awesome, so what are you doing out here tonight? 
S well im putting posters up everywhere with my friends and um, yeah just having fun 
and helping 
K okay, well what do you think that campaign over all will accomplish? 
S I think that… it will accomplish to make him more known and… maybe more people 
will be aware because we actually had somebody to come over and ask us ... and this 
person was… if it wasn’t for this night then maybe they would have never known  
K okay, what do you think is going to be the outcome? 
S that I think more people will donate maybe and also do something in their own hands 
like help themselves and yeah, support 
K support, that’s good, it’s absolutely what we need right now and what do you think will 
be the outcome for the situations in Uganda, do you think they’re going to capture Kony, 
do you think he’s going to escape somehow 
S definitely because be doing this because we’re putting more pressure on the 
government in Washington D.C. I think they will be like het we have to do something 
right now 
K would you consider Kony2012 to be a peaceful movement?  
S yeah definitely, so far so good, nothing wrong is happening 
K what do you think about the way they plan on resolving the issue, using military 
intervention? 
S well I think it’s good only if it’s with good intentions of course but but like If it gets too 
violent I don’t think it’s that good 
K okay and what were your initial reactions to the movie? 
S of course it was disturbing I have heard about it a couple of years ago my mom told me, 
because I am from, my mom is from Uganda and we moved here when I was little so she 
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told me like far ago and I didn’t like think about it then I was so little but I heard about it 
today I was like I put myself in the same situation, how would I feel if nobody wanted to 
help  
K so you’re from Uganda, you were born there? 
S no I was born here.. 
K so you were born here and your mom was born in Uganda? 
S yeah 
K and you have family in Uganda? 
S yeah 
K so this is a lot closer to you then it is to most people out here, this means I guess more 
to you 
S yeah, definitely 
K well that’s awesome that you came out to get involved so did anything kind of strike 
you in particular about the movie, anything kind of make you like… emotional? 
S yeah definitely, the part where he talked about he didn’t want to live anymore because 
it wouldn’t make sense for him like he was behind in school and stuff also that they had 
to kill their parents, I wouldn’t .. I couldn’t even imagine me doing it, that’s terrible 
K and has your perspective changed about the movie now that you’ve heard some of the 
feedback from other people? 
S I think it’s like motivated me to do good stuff like help and um yeah 
K and … do you believe everything that was said in the movie after all the criticism that 
has come out, do you still believe it or have you kind of looked more into it? 
S well I have.. Haven’t like done researches myself but it is true what is going on down 
there but they have moved like to other cities, I think, and the … so … yeah 
K alright, well what’s your motivation for being here? 
S yeah, it’s definitely the video and to see the people that.. to see the peoples joy that the 
recent video that they just did today that they were happy in Uganda now. So I think that 
if we like completely destruct him it will be perfect 
K alright, you said you had heard about invisible children before this? What exactly did 
you know about them before you came out here? 
S well no, I haven’t… actually hear of them  
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K oh okay 
S this is my first time like a couple of months ago  
K okay, well invisible children is obviously the organization that is putting this on but… 
so im going to assume since you haven’t heard of them, you haven’t been able to 
participate in any of their other movements, 
S no 
K alright, well what exactly do you know about Kony? 
S well I have heard that captures children from different villages and … he… every time 
that we try to catch him or want to make a deal with him he either cancels it or he makes 
peace speeches but he like says it in a way that makes people think that what he is doing 
is right… but it really isn’t and yeah  
K alright, well what do you know about the LRA? 
S I actually don’t know that much about them 
K oh okay… do you know what Kony’s goals are? Why… why do you think that he’s 
doing this?  
S it’s to maintain his power, I think, that’s what I’ve heard 
K and… so seeing how your family is from Uganda did you know about the conflict in 
Uganda?  
S yeah I know about it before my mom had shown me a documentary about it where 
children were rescued to a safer village… where they tried to distract them from 
disturbing past by helping them with music and doing concerts around the world and I 
thought that was great 
K okay well do you know anything else, any other issues going on in Africa right now 
that need attention 
S well… yeah, hunger is one of them,… poor people and yeah there’s a lot of things 
K any conflicts specifically that you know about… 
S I think the one that should be taken most care of is education because… if we get a lot 
of people… a lot of students get a good education, they can build up the country from 
there 
K alright, so if they capture Kony, what do you think will happen after that? 
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S I think happiness and I think that then we have showed the world that we can so 
something together if we put a monster… 
K okay, and what do you think if going to happen to the LRA after we capture him? 
S …yeah I don’t know… 
K do you think maybe they would completely fall apart because they don’t have a strong 
leader or… 
S yeah definitely 
K maybe use Kony as a martyr and kind of make their cause stronger in that way? 
S well right now I can kind of see it go both ways, either they completely stop or they 
continue doing it, like maybe they’ll like have a low profile in a couple of years but then 
slowly start building it up again 
K okay 
S I don’t know 
K and… so it this your first social movement you’ve participated in?  
S my very first, yes 
K your very first. Okay, and do you think you’re going to continue after this 
S yeah its great actually to spend time and see other people, when you see another person 
coming by you, you’re like WOOOOO! It’s… its really great  
K and what do you friends think about you being involved in the social movement 
S well at first … they also think it’s a good thing, we should have had a lot more friends 
but they couldn’t come out here today because its late so… yeah I’m happy that I could 
participate in it  
K what about your family what do they think of you being out here today doing this, are 
they supportive, are hey kind of upset by it 
S no they’re actually… my mom is happy and she said as long as you don’t get in trouble 
it’s completely fine 
K and where do you think this campaign has gotten the most attention… you know it’s 
been through TV, the internet, being out here 
S well its actually gotten attention in the Danish news brought it up and it was… kind of 
disappointing because it meant that it was fake in some way like some of the things they 
were accusing were fake and wasn’t true, but… I think they should have said it in a 
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different way like…like they should have put it more in the spot light like it’s a good 
thing that people could come together and do something for the Ugandan people and the 
other people 
K well that’s good, thank you so much for you time, I appreciate it and good luck with 
this 
S thanks you 
K and I hope… 
 
Interview #3: 
K: Katie Larsson (Interviewer) 
M: Mareno (Interviewee)  
Time: 21:52 
Place: Copenhagen, City Centre 
Date: 20.04.2012 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----- 
K Alright so what’s your name? 
M my name is Mareno Regium  
K okay and how old are you? 
M I am 18 years old 
K I’m Katie by the way, and… are you from Denmark? 
M yeah I’m fully Danish 
K okay, and what year are you in school? 
M I’m in 3rd g, I’m in my last year 
K so you go to university 
M no I’m in high school still, I’m finishing up high school now 
K oh okay, okay so how did you come to know about Kony 2012? 
M …actually quite early, before it became all popular I saw a link on Facebook of 
course… no somebody wrote to me and said see this video and share it as much as you 
can and this was a friend from… I think she lives in … actually and then I saw it and I 
got inspired and I shared it on… on Facebook 
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K okay so I guess that’s how you got involved in the movement, is that correct?  
M yeah yeah 
K alright and… so what are you doing out here tonight? 
M well… we made a Facebook page, not an event though which is stupid but… a bunch 
of people like it then we wrote on the page a couple days ago to meet here at (city centre) 
at 10 o’clock and we hope people would show up even though it’s pretty empty… I plan 
on going around and setting up some posters and asking some people around if they 
know what Kony is… who Kony is 
K okay and what do you think is going to be the outcome of tonight? 
M … well I hope that people who I ask about Kony will look into it and  perhapse see the 
video as well which has inspired so many people and maybe you know support us, 
support the cause 
K alight, well do you view kony2012 as a peaceful movement?  
M … yeah of course,… there’s no … we are definitely going to do it peacefully  we are 
going to go around we’re not going to do any violence 
K no beating anybody up tonight? 
M no of course not 
K so… how do you think that… movement is trying to stop Kony?  
M I think… personally I think the government has been aware of the problem… 
especially because mostly in the US where it started I think people know about Kony  but 
since it has stopping kony has no benefits for the actual countries, I think nobody can be 
bothered to waste any resources to… to try to stop him… but I think if the people stand 
up and show to the government that they want to I think that hopefully they’ll listen and 
yeah… 
K and what kind of resources would you hope that theses governments would use? 
M well… for example, Barack Obama already said 100 … troops… and that’s a good 
start but I think… I was hoping to send some advisors or something to actually initiate 
instead of all there peace talks because they’ve had all these peace talks with Kony so far 
he’s said yeah I’ll be peaceful and then a couple weeks later he starts just terror again so I 
was hoping this time we could actually use some violence against him to actually catch 
him you know 
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K so viewing kony2012 as a peaceful movement you don’t find it contradictory that at all 
they we’re asking for military intervention… 
M yeah I do… 
K is it necessary? 
M I think, I think that if you balance it out in between what he’s doing to what we’re 
going to do I think you know it balances in our favour and … yeah I see what you mean 
and no, I do find it contradictory and yeah I still think it’s for a good cause 
K okay, well what were your initial reactions to the movie? 
M … I’ve never heard of the guy before, I’ve heard about child soldiers but I was kind of 
surprised about how many soldiers there actually was… child soldiers and I was 
surprised at how long this guy’s actually been out there and how he’s been the first 
priority to be captured on the age… I forgot what it’s called they have a list… and im 
surprised nothings really been done and it just annoyed me how the governments just 
don’t care and it’s just you know, nobody says anything and nothings ever going to get 
done I got frustrated, annoyed and angry 
K well has your perspective changed at all throughout all of you know the media and the 
positive and negative criticisms coming out of this? 
M …okay… let me think for a second, what you mean like… 
K your perspective on the movie you said your initial reaction was… 
M oh, has it changed?  
K yeah 
M well… it has I heard some… there was a … article about this leader of the Kony group  
had gone around the street naked apparently and stuff … okay the guy might be an idiot 
but I think his cause is still valid there’s been arguments about how oh its stupid thing 
because most people… the profits they make is going to their advertisements but then 
again so does the red cross and all the other… you know they got to stay in business 
and… its mostly the same I still want to help people I still want to help you know 
K so would you say that’s your motivation for wanting to be out here tonight? 
M yeah … I would like to think that my voice makes a difference so that’s why im out 
here and… I really just want this guy to get stopped you know he can’t be right… he 
can’t keep on doing what he does  
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K okay and do you know anything about invisible children, have you heard about it 
before the Kony 2012 movement 
M well…yea I’ve heard about child soldiers before… I’ve read a couple books as well 
and… I didn’t really know what I could do really to stop it … you know there’s so many 
things… yeah know that need to be done in the world… but when this movement I 
thought this is my chance to actually do something it’s kind of motivation… 
K what about the organization of invisible children, was this the first time hearing about 
them?  
M yeah it was… they definitely got popular from this video… it was the first time and I 
really looked into them before you just started to fall for the video because I know a lot of 
people just see the video and go oh my God… we have to help them I tried to watch the 
movie because it was actually down a couple of times before because so many people 
accessed it but I have read some of their stuff and I read some of their… what their 
money goes to and a lot of it does go to themselves but they’re very honest and they share 
all their information and they’re a small group no a big company so you know they are 
more trustworthy In my opinion  
K I mean regardless how you look at it they’re sending some profit over to Uganda 
something is better than nothing 
M exactly, exactly  
K what about Kony, did you know anything about Kony prior to this, or what did you 
know about him now? 
M well, Kony himself?  
K yes 
M okay, joseph Kony, well I didn’t really know much about him… no I didn’t know 
about him or who he was I thought it was a bunch of… I knew about the… what do you 
call it.. the LR… 
K LRA? 
M yeah, I knew about them, I didn’t know he was the leader… I know he’s fighting again 
the government down there and even though the government is corrupt I bet they do 
some… I don’t know… enough to say anything … I’ve heard rumours that the 
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government is just as bad as him in a ways but I still think that we should still take it … 
the first step they guys got to be stopped 
K okay so do you know what Kony’s goals are or the LRA’s goals are? 
M … from what I have heard the LRA’s goal is to overthrow the government or at least 
try and take power and have different beliefs then what their government … im still kind 
of confused because apparent they’ve left Uganda… so all I really know right now is that 
they are a rebel group so what they’re called… all I know is thy have child soldiers and 
that is enough for me to think it’s wrong  
K yeah I agree completely though… so do you know anything else in the conflict in 
Uganda? What has been going on there? 
M …no no I’m not sure…I know… all I know is that they’ve been suffering from 
constant civil wars you know fighting between the government and the rebel group so it’s 
been constant … moving constantly around  and having to make sure you’re safe and the 
people being in between the wars … and that’s all I really can say 
K alright, well do you know about any other conflicts going on in Africa right now or in 
the past?  
M in the past, well I know about the Hutu’s and the Tutsi’s that’s a famous one … of 
course there’s Egypt recently … the top of my head no I can’t think of any right now 
K alright so say we capture Kony what do you think is going to happen  
M … hopefully he will be…. He’ll get a trial of course, everyone deserves a trial.. but I 
think he going to be behind bars… I don’t think it’s right to execute him though… so 
yeah I hope he get a  trial and I hope he gets jailed for life hopefully, that’s what I want, 
they only thing I’m worried about is someone else will take his place I hope while they 
capture Kony at the same time they stop the LRA  
K what do you think the effects of Kony’s capture will be toward to LRA 
M … that’s a good question, I think they’ll defiantly be angry but hopefully they’ll send a 
signal to show them that if they don’t stop things can be done because I think right now 
they have this idea of peaceful talks and listen and they’re like … we can keep going on 
nothing happened to us so far so I think that this is a good way to start to show them what 
can be done… 
K okay well… so is this your first social movement you’ve participated in  
 109
M no there was this I think in Copenhagen this… legislation that was going to get passed 
called SOPA which is about… 
K yeah we have that in the US too  
M no its called ACTA, sorry the one in Denmark and that was just about ya know 
controlling the internet and I think that wrong and not in their power so there’s been that 
and its been this one, my first ones I’ve been to  
K alright and do you think that you’re going to continue to participate in social 
movements after this? Yeah defiantly, I’m going to next time want to try to make it 
bigger and try to get more people to come but yeah definitely I think fight for things you 
want to believe in  
K so what kind of reactions have you received from doing this from your friends do they 
agree with it do they disagree with it? 
M …I have a lot of friends who have been really supportive… who can’t be here because 
they’re sick, sadly but.. I’ve had friends who are really into it and I’ve had friends who 
are like … that invisible children is BS, If I can say that and some people say invisible 
children they’re just using the money and their leaders an idiot and some people have 
been like you know good for you so it’s been really different  
K so it’s been very mixed? 
M yeah 
K what about your family? Have they supported you doing this?  
M …I actually just told my parent before I left so they have always been supportive, I 
don’t really think they know what I’m doing but, yeah they seem cool with it, they helped 
up get some duct tape for the posters 
K that’s awesome  
M yeah 
K well that’s it, thank you so much for your time 
M thank you  
K My hands are frozen now 
M oh yeah haha 
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